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it is with Great exCiteMeNt aND PriDe that I welcome you to the New 
Mexico Pride Guide®, 5th Edition. The Pride Guide® Family started 9 years ago 
with its first publication.  The Pride Guides® are the only guides of this type in the 
country. The Pride Guide® concept has been so welcomed that I am especially 
proud to provide this total LGBT resource… the most comprehensive business, 
travel, relocation and wedding listings to the Land of Enchantment.

If you are considering visiting us, let us be the first to welcome you. Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Transgender LGBT visitors will find a safe and welcoming environment. 
While experiencing over 310 days of sunshine, you will  enjoy world-class cultural 
attractions and festivals, year-round recreational adventure, breathtaking scenery, 
incredible dining, and unique shopping opportunities. This guide will help you plan 
your weekend, romantic rendezvous or your family vacations.

If you are considering moving to New Mexico, the New Mexico Pride Guide® and our 
sister website GoGayNewMexico.com will help you find important information about 
LGBT friendly areas, community information and much more.

We are a publication that values being part of the community and we want to show 
off all that New Mexico has to offer as never before. We intend to be an asset to all 
local businesses and municipalities as they attract LGBT visitors, new residents and 
new businesses to this beautiful area of our country.

thank you for your support! 
¡gracias por su apoyo! 
michael mcFall, Publisher

from our Publisher 54
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welcome to New Mexico

Visitors and locals alike are attracted to Albuquerque for our unique culture, rich 
heritage and wonderful people.  We welcome you and encourage you to explore 
the city and all that it has to offer!  

In Albuquerque, our moderate climate and endless days of sunshine make us the 
perfect spot for outdoor and recreational activities.  We are home to a number of 
truly remarkable events including the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta 
as well as the USA Indoor Track and Field Championships.  Your time in Albuquer-
que would not be complete without a trip to the Rio Grande Zoo and Botanic Gar-
dens, the Albuquerque Aquarium, the New Mexico Museum of Natural History, the 
Sandia Tram or a visit to Old Town, the heart of Albuquerque. 

We hope you enjoy the unique array of visual and performing arts, fascinating cul-
tures and spectacular cuisine that make our city so special.  

Best regards,

richard J. Berry, Albuquerque mayor
76
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Javier M. Gonzales
Santa Fe Mayor

Richard J. Berry 
Albuquerque Mayor

Photo credit: nmtourism.org
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Bienvenidos Santa Fe!

On behalf of the City of Santa Fe, I would like to invite you to enjoy our city’s warm 
hospitality as part of your New Mexico experience.  Santa Fe is famous for its his-
tory, world class art, inspirational cuisine and divine shopping.  Over the past 400 
years, multiple cultures have lived side by side, bringing together an informed, ac-
cepting and respectful place that is evidenced in modern outcomes too.  Recently, 
the City government took on the subject of marriage equality, which then led to a 
state wide legalization of same sex marriages.  Long established as a gay friendly 
community, we happily roll out the rainbow welcome mat at hundreds of places 
of business throughout our community. Adding to that, destination weddings and 
honeymoons for all! Santa Fe offers itself as not only a fantastic place to visit, but 
to live as well.

As Santa Fe’s first openly gay Mayor, it gives me great pleasure in welcoming you 
to my hometown. I look forward to seeing and meeting you at this summer’s Pride 
Celebration, and other great LGBTQ events like Pride in the Saddle (Rodeo) and the 
annual Closet Ball held in beautiful Santa Fe!

Please be sure to look for other events, special offers and hundreds of inspiring 
ideas as reasons to visit Santa Fe at santafe.org, our official Santa Fe tourism web-
site.  

Javier m. gonzales,  santa Fe mayor
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w e l C o M e  l e t t e r s

Dear Newly Weds,

I hope that in the not too distant future you will have the opportunity to spend time 
with us here in Doña Ana County when your travels take you South. My office was 
the first in the state to issue marriage licenses to same gender couples, and the 
catalyst for the eventual ruling by the state’s Supreme Court striking down the 
prohibition against issuing of such licenses as unconstitutional under the state’s 
14th Amendment Equal Rights provision. 

My county has much to offer: a state university, chili fields galore, great hiking and 
scenic views of the Organ Mountains, and the Town of Mesilla - one of New Mexico’s 
most historic and one time home of Billy the Kid. But best of all, friendly people 
who warmly welcome you here.    

Please come and see us.

Sincerely,

Lynn J. Ellins, County Clerk, Dona Ana

Lynn J. Ellins
County Clerk, 

Doña Ana

Photo courtesy of: by ben chrisman
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A State by State LGBT Travel, Wedding, 
Relocation and Business Resource Guide.

Do you want to be a part of the Pride Guides®? 
E-mail us: Web@ThePrideGuides.com

YELLOW: Pride Guide® States!
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welcome to New M exico

e have a strong cul-
tural heritage in New 
Mexico, which is a 
diverse melting pot. 

Over 45% of the state’s population 
is Latino and 11% is Indian/Native 
American. Along with gay and lesbian, 
African-American, Asian and other 
cultures, New Mexico is a ‘majority-
minority’ state and celebrates its rich  
cultural mix.

Native Americans have lived here 
for thousands of years and most still 
live in their traditional homes and 
pueblos. Spanish settlers came for 
the fabled Cities of Gold, which some 
believe were Indian pueblos reflect-
ing the golden sun. The Spaniards and 
Indians learned to live together and 
mix. After New Mexico became a U.S. 
territory in 1848, Anglo settlers came 
on the Santa Fe Trail, traces of which 
can still be found leading into Santa 
Fe. We have a history much longer 
than most of the country. Santa Fe cel-
ebrated its 400th anniversary in 2010 
and is the oldest capitol in the U.S. and 
Albuquerque celebrated 300 years  
in 2006. 

W

Welcomebienvenidos
by mauro A. montoya, Jr.Photo credit: nmtourism.org

New Mexico is the only state in the United States with two 
official languages. As a native New Mexican, my family traces 
its roots back 300 years to the original Spanish settlers. I am 
often asked when my family came to the U.S. and I joke, “We 
didn’t come to the United States, the United States came to 
US!” I am proud to be Latino and proud to be gay in one of the 
most minority and gay-friendly states in the country.

Photo credit: nmtourism.org
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 Acoma Pueblo, the Sky City, soars 
600 feet above the surrounding plains. 
The Zia Pueblo sun symbol, bright 
red on a yellow background, proudly 
serves as the state flag. Taos Pueblo 
is one of the most photographed and 
recognizable pueblos in the country. 
Nearly one-half of the Navajo Reser-
vation is located in New Mexico. There 
are 19 pueblos and three reservations 
throughout the state. If you can’t visit 
all of them, stop at the Indian Pueblo 
Cultural Center in Albuquerque, 
where you can sample the culture of 
each.

 The Spanish, and later, Mexican in-
fluence is the soul of New Mexico. In 
Old Town Albuquerque, you will see 
the original Plaza laid out in 1706. 
Santa Fe’s Plaza was built in 1610 and 
is bordered by the Palace of the Gover-
nors, the oldest public building in the 
U.S.. Down south in Las Cruces, Me-
silla Plaza and church date from 1848, 
when New Mexico became part of the 
U.S. 

 We have an official state question: 
“Red or Green?” We’re not referring 

to Christmas, but to the New Mexico 
green and red chiles that are ubiqui-
tous in the cuisine of the state. But, 
watch out – I’ve been eating chile all 
my life and when I taste something, 
it is not spicy to me – but to my gringo 
friends, it’s nuclear. 

 You’ll love the exceptionally savory 
food of New Mexico – it’s unique in the 
world! While similar to some Mexican 
and Tex-Mex food, it is based on New 
Mexico-grown chiles plus Piñon (pine 
nuts) from the state tree. These long 
peppers start out green and turn red if 
left longer on the plant. Despite being 
from the same plant, each color has its 
own special flavor. In August, the rich 
smoky aroma of roasting green chile 
permeates the air. Ristras, strings of 
dried red chiles, are hung in doorways 
and patios, welcoming you like New 
Mexican mistletoe. The unique flavor 
of our food comes from the strong mix 
of Indian/Spanish/Mexican influences. 

 Stop by a roadside stand in Jemez 
Pueblo and enjoy some fry bread or an 
Indian taco made fresh while you sit 
under the sunset red cliffs… starkly 

welcome to New Mexico

contrasted by green trees and an end-
less turquoise sky. Find southern BBQ 
or Thai, Vietnamese, French or Brazil-
ian food along with American staples 
like burgers or meatloaf - but expect 
a twist – you may find green chile on 
your burger or the meatloaf is infused 
with green chile and piñons.  

 New Mexico’s nickname is the Land 
of Enchantment and when you step 
foot anywhere in the state, you sense 
you are in a very special place. 

The turquoise sky dotted with fluffy 
white clouds, the mountains, the ho-
rizon which stretches to infinity – all 
lure you to the “land of manana”. Here, 
you take the time to enjoy yourself, 
nothing is rushed, and you can relax. 

 Enjoy Santa Fe where you and your 
partner can get a couples’ massage. 
Travel to Ojo Caliente and soak in 
the healing waters or get playful in a 
healthy mud bath with your spouse. 
Ready for some excitement instead? 
Go white-water rafting down the Rio 
Grande Gorge near Taos, enjoy the 
nightlife of Albuquerque, hike the 
Catwalk in the Gila Wilderness or visit 
the UFO Museum in Roswell. Ride the 
Sandia Peak Tram in Albuquerque, the 
world’s longest. 

  Looking for culture? Santa Fe is the 

country’s third-largest art market 
and features the Spanish and Indian 
markets, the largest of their kind in 
the U.S. There are multiple galler-
ies and museums, including world-
famous Canyon Road. Take in an op-
era at the world-renowned Santa Fe 
Opera. Ride the Railrunner Express, 
the commuter rail that runs between 
Belen and Santa Fe, over 100 miles, 
through several Indian Pueblos and 
labors up ancient lava flows as you 
climb from 5,000 to 7,000 feet. Then 
drive up to Taos and see where some of 
our favorite authors and artists hung 
out, including Gertrude Stein and D. H. 
Lawrence, author of Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover. Visit Georgia O’Keefe country 
in Abiquiu or the O’Keefe Museum 
in Santa Fe. Stop in Truth or Conse-
quences, renamed from Hot Springs 
in the 1950’s for the game show Truth 
or Consequences. It has a burgeoning 
gay population with restored motels 
and art galleries galore. You can also 
soak in the hot springs or waterski on  
Elephant Butte Lake, the state’s larg-
est. Soon you will be able to rocket into 
orbit from Spaceport America, provid-
ed you have a spare $200,000.

  You will be welcomed in New Mex-
ico no matter where you go. We have 
sexual orientation, transgender and 
hate crimes protections statewide, 
and the state government now of-
fers same-sex marriage. You will feel 
comfortable if you ask for one bed for 
you and your partner, whether it be in 
a large urban hotel, a roadside Route 
66 motel or a fabulous bed and break-
fast. Like to hold hands walking down 
the street, or share a romantic meal? 
No eyebrows will be raised - New 
Mexicans are a very live-and-let-live 
people, friendly and happy to welcome 
you to our state. This is truly the Land 
of Enchantment, and as a gay traveler 
or resident, you will find your own  
magic here!

Photo credit: nmtourism.org
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Calendar of Events

May
Wedding & Honeymoon Expo (Albuquerque)

Save the date: May 2015.
Location TBD 

www.GoGayNewMexico.com/Wedding-
Expo

Albuquerque Pride (Albuquerque)
New Mexico’s largest GLBT event.

Silver City Blues Festival (Silver City)
Memorial Day Weekend

Southern New Mexico Wine Festival  
(Las Cruces)

Memorial Day Weekend

June
 

Santa Fe Pride (Santa Fe)
Celebrate your pride in this unique 400 year 

old town.

Southern New Mexico Pride (Las Cruces)
Held in Las Cruces fast growing GLBT  

community.

Annual Mountain of Blues Festival (Ruidoso)
Great food, fun and the best live Blues around.

El Paso Sun City Pride (El Paso)
Home of the Largest Pride Celebration in  

West Texas!

Photo credit: mauro a. montoya

Photo credit: eddie wharez ®Calendarof events
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July
Las Cruces Annual 4th of July Electric Light 

Parade, Celebration and Fireworks (Las Cruces)
Experience live entertainment throughout the 

day plus a spectacular Fireworks display at 
night.

Deming Pride 
Annual Pride event.

Gallup Pride (Gallup)
Annual Pride in Northwestern New Mexico.

 
Mariachi Spectacular Albuquerque  

(Albuquerque)
Enjoy a variety of mariachi music featuring the 

finest mariachi musicians.

Route 66 Summerfest (Albuquerque)
Albuquerque is filled with live music and 

entertainment, car shows, tours of historic Nob 
Hill, kids’ events, arts, sidewalk sales plus local 

wine, beer and culinary events.

Roswell UFO Festival (Roswell)
Discover the mystery of the 1947 Roswell 
incident with presentations and lectures.

ZIA Regional Rodeo (Santa Fe)
Produced by the New Mexico Gay Rodeo Assoc. 

2nd Largest Rodeo in the State.

Calendar of events

September
 

Santa Fe Wine & Chile Fiesta (Santa Fe)
Chefs from Santa Fe’s most celebrated 

restaurants pair food with wines from the 
region.

White Sands International Film Festival 
(Las Cruces)

Films from around the world – Latino & 
New Mexican film making.

New Mexico State Fair (Albuquerque)
The best day to be there of course is Gay 

Day.
 

Whole Enchilada Festival (Las Cruces)
Las Cruces hosts one big street party mak-

ing the world’s largest enchilada.

Annual Southwest Gay & Lesbian Film 
Festival (Albuquerque)

Attracts a national audience of film lovers 
to Albuquerque.

October
Albuquerque International Balloon Festival 

(Albuquerque)
Hundreds of balloons fill the sky at dawn 

and dusk.
 

Annual Big 5 Duke City Marathon  
(Albuquerque)

The State’s largest and longest running 
marathon in the history of New Mexico.

August
Santa Fe Indian Market (Santa Fe)

1200 Indian artist compete for prizes and 
awards.

Gallup New Mexico Inter-Tribal Indian 
Ceremonial (Gallup)

Native Americans from across the country 
in a massive Inter-tribal ceremonial.

Great American Duck Race (Deming)
Features feisty waterfowl fighting feathery 

foes in speedy duck races.

Taos Pride (Taos)
Celebrating the LGBTQ Community.

 
New Mexico Wine Harvest Festival  

(Las Cruces)
Over 50 arts, crafts and agricultural prod-
uct vendors to start your holiday shopping!

Hatch Chile Festival (Hatch)
Taste the local “Hatch” chiles, famous for 

explosive flavor and high heat!

Photo credit: nmtourism.org

Photo credit: nmtourism.org

November
Annual Festival of the Cranes  (Socorro)

Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge 
celebrates the return of the cranes.

Renaissance Arts Faire (Las Cruces)
Local, state and regional artisans gather to 
participate in a juried art show & exhibition.

December
Black Tie Ball (Silver City)

Annual fundraiser to benefit The Mimbres 
Region Arts Council.

Christmas on the Pecos (Santa Fe)
A leisurely riverboat tour featuring more than 

100 homes decorated in holiday lights along the 
banks of the Pecos River.

Christmas Carols and Luminarias on the Plaza 
in Old Mesilla

The Town of Mesilla will host the annual Lumi-
narias and Christmas Carols on the Plaza.

Luminarias of New Mexico (State Wide)
Visit the luminaria lined streets of Old Santa Fe, 

Albuquerque and Mesilla.

Check under the  
Community resources in this new 
mexico Pride guide®  as there are many 
organizations that give to the needy 
during the holiday season.

1 91 8 New  Mexi co P ride Guide®      2014
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2015
January

Check out www.GoGayNewMexico.com for 
dates & updates!

february
Souper Bowl Santa Fe (Santa Fe)

Chefs from Santa Fe’s top restaurants serve 
soup and compete for awards.  Benefitting The 

Food Depot food Bank.
 

For the Love of Art Month (Las Cruces)
A month long celebration of the arts in Las 

Cruces and Mesilla.

Chocolate Fantasia (Silver City)
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March
Santa Fe Japanese Cultural Festival 

 (Santa Fe)
A celebration of traditional Japanese 

martial arts, food, music, arts and crafts.

OUT Standing Awards (Albuquerque)
Produced by Albuquerque Pride Inc. & The 

Alibi.
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Gathering of Nations POW WOW at the  
University of New Mexico  

(Albuquerque)
A full weekend in April 2015

of Native American Nations showing off  
their heritage and talent

credit: gathering of  nations / derek mathews



The wedding ceremony:  a chance to publi-
cally consecrate and celebrate a couple’s love 
and commitment to one another. As more 
and more same-sex couples choose to hold a 
ceremony to tie the knot, the LGBT-oriented 
wedding industry is set to explode - by some 
estimates, if same-sex marriage is legalized 
nationwide, the LGBT wedding business 
could be worth as much as $17 billion. Even 
without legal recognition, many couples 
are opting to hold a wedding ceremony. 
But, as same-sex ceremonies are generally 
new territory - for both providers and the 
couples themselves - and as there are still 
some wedding providers who are not LGBT 
knowledgeable or friendly, it’s useful to know 
who you can trust to handle your special day. 
And for any couple, it can be helpful to have a 
little guidance when making plans. The Pride 
Guide® is here to help!

The Rings
Of course, one of the most popular traditions 
for weddings, and proposals, is the exchange 
of wedding and engagement rings. In a 
heterosexual relationship the man tradition-
ally surprises his would-be bride with an 
engagement ring, typically something gold 
or platinum with as large a stone as he can af-
ford, preferably a diamond.  The couple then 
exchange simpler gold bands for their wed-
ding ceremony, which are sometimes merged 
with their engagement rings afterward. 
There’s no requirement to follow tradition, 
though, unless you want to.  

For a same-sex couple, one of the first chal-
lenges can be “who proposes to whom?” For 
some, it’s easier and wiser simply to discuss 
with their partners what they want and work 
together on finding rings.  If you want, you 

by Jason E. Posey

Two HeartsOne Love
Preparing for Your Wedding

two hearts one love 2 32 2
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wedding and Commitment Ceremonies

can purchase or make a cute mock ring. Get 
a cheap costume ring, a ribbon, or some-
thing similar to present to your partner, or 
to each other, at your proposal. If you want 
to surprise your significant other, then you’ll 
need to make certain you pick out a ring 
they will love, and will be practical for them 
to wear, without busting your budget. Keep 
in mind their preferences in style when it 
comes to clothing and jewelry - do they like 
sleek and modern, or elegant and conser-
vative, or fun and causal? Goth or punk, 
granola or hip-hop, preppy or country, it is 
important to pick a ring that matches their 
style. If you’re picking rings out for both 
of you, you will probably want a pair that 
match, or are complementary. This is easier 
if you both prefer the same styles, but can be 
more difficult if the two of you tend to dress 
differently. Be creative. A common color or 
design theme can unite two otherwise very 
different rings.

Whether you shop alone or together, 
remember a few important things. First, be 
certain to use a reputable jeweler, especially 
if you plan on spending a lot of money. 
Lisa Krikawa, of Krikawa Jewelry Designs, 

suggests, “Think about whether you want 
a mass produced ring or if you want to go 
the custom route. Prioritize your objec-
tives: price, design, materials, origin.  Keep 
in mind that many mass produced rings 
are made overseas, and decide whether or 
not that is an issue for you.  If you want 
something that is unique and one-of-a-kind, 
know that it doesn’t have to be expensive.  
Find a good custom jeweler with a large 
portfolio of designs, a high number of great 
reviews and a 100% money back guaran-
tee, and treat yourself to a custom design 
appointment.  With the right designer, it 
can be fun, informative, and it can result 
in a very meaningful product that you will 
treasure for the rest of your lives together.” 

Second, know what you’re looking for. 
Some jewelry terminology may be use-
ful; the “band” is the metal loop that goes 
around your finger (the ring itself); the 
“setting” is the part of the ring that holds the 
gemstone(s), if any, in place.

Lisa Krikawa has this advice: “Do your 
research.  Make sure that you get the op-
portunity to try on different rings to see how 

they feel, especially as far as the size and 
width are concerned.  Look at the different 
metal options available; what color suits 
you best?  Did you know that there are three 
white metals?  Make sure you learn about 
the pros and cons of the different white 
metals.  Decide upon a general budget to 
start with.  You can save yourself and your 
jeweler a lot of time if you keep your search 
in the price range that is optimal for you.  Be 
sure you think about: metal, width, accent 
stones, and decorative details.  Do you want 
your rings to match, or is having some simi-
lar detailing or element enough?” 
 
First Thing First
You proposed to your partner and they’ve 
said yes, it’s now time to start planning your 
special day. Many couples immediately start 
thinking about what kind of wedding they 
want, where they want it and when.  Unfor-
tunately none of this can be properly done 
without deciding two very important and 
sometimes difficult things.

First the Guest List! Why you ask? Knowing 
who will be attending will determine things 
like your budget, where you will be able to 
have your ceremony and reception, what to 
have at the reception, how big of a cake and 
even what kind of ceremony to have. 

Picking your guest list can be overwhelming, 

but we have done some research and have a 
few suggestions on how to make this process 
a little easier.  The most important people 
to invite first are you two.  So many couples 
get caught up in all the hoopla and forget 
to include themselves as two of the guest. 
Next are your attendants, then your parents 
& siblings, family and finally friends and 
acquaintances.  

The easiest way of chiseling away at the lat-
ter is to ask yourselves “Have you socialized 
with them in the last six months?” and “Are 
you inviting them because you think you 
should?”.  You have to remember it’s your 
day, not theirs! Make sure you surround 
yourself with those who will make it even 
more memorable. It’s ok to be selfish!

Second the Budget! As special a day as this 
is, you don’t want to overextend yourselves 
and start out your union in debt! Weddings 
can get very pricey very fast. Later on in this 
guide you will find an article on some of the 
“I Do’s” & “I Don’ts” when creating your 
budget.  It’s actually easier than you think, 
but you have to monitor it closely or it can 
get out of control.

Having these two big items taken care of, 
you’re now ready to continue with the rest of 
the planning process.  Have fun with it, your 
engagement time should be a memorable 
time.
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The Venue
Picking a venue for your ceremony and 
reception can be a challenge. Any couple 
will want to make certain the location that 
they choose can handle their needs, both 
in terms of setting and decor and their 
capacity to accommodate the wedding party 
and all the guests. And of course, you need 
to have confidence that the establishment 
that is hosting your event is competent and 
concerned in making your special day go 
smoothly. You’ll want the peace of mind 
knowing you and your guests will be treated 
with respect.

Similarly, if a couple wishes to have their 
ceremony in a church or other sacred build-
ing, they should be aware that some denom-
inations - even generally LGBT-affirming 
denominations - may not allow same-sex 
ceremonies on their premises. Be certain 
you know a denomination’s policies. If in 
doubt about an organization, you can avoid 
some heartache by doing a little research or 
asking other friends who have gone through 
this. Or just check out your Pride Guide®. 

The Ceremony
For many LGBT couples, one of the biggest 
challenges in planning a wedding or com-
mitment ceremony is simply figuring out 
what to do. Until recently, modern weddings 
were designed exclusively for heterosexual 
couples. Add to that the fact that LGBT 
people come from every faith background, 
and often choose a faith different from the 
one they were raised in, or none at all, and 
couples can be left with little guidance as to 
how to arrange their ceremony. Of course, 
this can also allow for a great deal of creativ-
ity.  Try writing your own vows. Nothing is 
more meaningful then something written 
from the heart.

Many wedding experts say: “The most 
important thing when planning a wedding 
of any sort, would be deciding on a theme. 
When the couple has a theme planned out, 
it’s easy to look for and describe what is 
needed for the wedding, and others are able 
to help in deciding what works best for the 
couple’s wedding.”

Many wedding experts say: “The most important thing 
when planning a wedding of any sort, would be deciding 

on a theme. When the couple has a theme planned out, it’s 
easy to look for and describe what is needed for the wed-
ding, and others are able to help in deciding what works 

best for the couple’s wedding.”
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Couples may or may not choose to hire a 
wedding planner to help them with setting 
things up. A good wedding planner can 
make a huge difference between a successful 
and relatively stress-free event, and disaster. 
But for LGBT couples, there’s also the issue 
of finding a wedding planner who knows 
and understands the particular needs of our 
community. According to Drew Coleman of 
Life Design Event Planning, “Marriage is a 
right that has been denied to gay people un-
til recently.  Over the years, many wedding 
traditions have formed that are specific to a 
man and a woman.  However, some of these 
traditions have a great meaning or purpose 
so gay couples would like to incorporate 
them, but don’t always know how to do so.  
For example, a father usually gives the bride 

away, but if there is no bride, who gives the 
grooms away? The good news is there are 
some great solutions.  Working with a wed-
ding planner who is familiar with same sex 
weddings can give some great suggestions 
for questions such as this.”

Plan Ahead
How far ahead should you start planning 
your event? A great deal depends on the 
details. If you’re looking at a very small 
and simple wedding, with no big bells and 
whistles, not a lot of travel for yourselves 
or guests, then you might be able to put 
something together quickly. Otherwise, 
most people in the wedding industry would 
advise at least six to eight months, preferably 

as much as a year. Some couples will plan as 
far as three years in advance, giving them 
plenty of time to make all the arrangements 
-and to change arrangements as they go 
along - but, of course, not everyone will 
want to wait that long. Six months to one 
year would be ideal, especially if they want a 
specific date or venue to ensure availability.” 
Similarly, Drew Coleman, of Life Design 
Event Planning, says: “Six months should be 
enough time, but beginning planning a year 
out will help ensure that you get your pick of 
the vendors you want.”

The Laws
What legal options does an LGBT couple 
have in order to help guarantee their rela-
tionship has some legal basis? It all depends 
on what state you get married in and which 
state you reside in after you get married. 
Marriage is legal in New Mexico and many 
other states, thus affording a same-sex 
couple all the rights and privileges provided 
to heterosexual couples under state law, as 
long as you live in that state. With the defeat 
of D.O.M.A. many of your federal rights 

are now extended to you as well no matter 
where you live in the United States.

It’s still very important to protect yourselves 
in other ways especially if you decide to 
move out of a legally protected state. Get 
medical and financial power of attorneys 
put in place. Your partner will be able to 
do things on your behalf should you find 
yourself unable to do so.  It will prevent 
one partner from being turned away at a 
hospital for not being a “family member.” It 
is also important for couples to have Wills 
in place to make sure they receive any and 
all property upon their partner’s death.   
Couples need things like real property, bank 
accounts and life insurance policies that 
have their partner as the beneficiary. It’s all 
about protecting yourselves and what you 
have built together as a couple.

However long it may take for all state laws 
to recognize the love and commitment of 
same-sex couples, one thing is certain - 
LGBT citizens in the United States will no 
longer be silent, but are celebrating their 
relationships with the openness and joy  
they deserve. 

Let the Pride Guide® be your 
guide for your wedding plans

Check out our new
wedding directory!

Santa Fe & Northern New Mexico 
See page 62

 Albuquerque Metro Area 
See page 84

Las Cruces & Southern New Mexico 
See page 126
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P l a N N i N G  y o u r  w e D D i N G

Month 12: (It All Begins Here)
•	 Decide	on	what	type	of	wedding	you	want
•	 Finalize	your	wedding	date
•	 Decide	on	a	budget
•	 Hire	a	wedding	planner	if	necessary
•	 Secure	the	Ceremony	and	Reception	sites
•	 Mail	Save	the	Date	cards	if	you	are	having	a	destination	or	holiday	wedding

it’s time to start 
planning your wedding. 

Here is a 12 month plan.

Now that you are engaged

Month 11: (Start looking for the following)
•	 Start	to	look	for	your	wedding	attire
•	 Caterer	(Bring	them	a	list	of	your	favorite	foods)
•	 Florist	(Bring	pictures	of	flowers/arrangements	you	like)
•	 Entertainment	(DJ/Band)
•	 	Invitations	(Be	sure	to	pick	a	font	that	can	be	used	on	

programs & menu cards)
•	 	Photographer (NEVER SKIMP ON YOUR  PHOTOGRAPHER) Planning your wedding

Month 10: 
•	 Choose	your	Officiant
•	 Choose	your	Attendants

Month 09: 
•	 Review	estimates	from	vendors
•	 Adjust	budget	as	you	start	getting	estimates

Month 08: 
•	 	Book	your	Caterer,	Florist,	Entertainment	

& Photographer
•	 Choose	and	order	your	wedding	attire
•	 	Begin	creating	your	guest	list	 

(Prioritize Guests):
  Groom & Groom or Bride & Bride 
  Attendants
  Parents & Siblings
  Family
  Friends

Month 06: 
•	 	Decide	 what	 kind	 wedding	 cake	 you	

want  and place the order
•	 	Meet	 with	 vendors	 to	 plan	 details	

(Menu, Flowers etc.)
•	 	Order	invitations	(15	extra	invitations	

& 25 extra envelopes)
•	 	Proof	 invitations	 with	 friends	 and	

family before printing
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Month 02: 
•	 Mail	invitations
•	 Go		over	ceremony	details	with	your	officiant
•	 Think	about	finalizing	your	look	(Consult	a	Stylist)
•	 Buy	gifts	for	your	wedding	party
•	 Order	wedding	favors
•	 Book	a	hotel	room	for	the	wedding	night
•	 Check	the	state	requirements	for	a	marriage	license

Month 05: 
•	 Research	and	book	honeymoon
•	 Hire	limos	for	the	wedding	party
•	 Brides	shop	for	bridesmaids	dresses
•	 Register	for	gifts
•	 Order	wedding	bands

Month 04: 
•	 Reserve	any	rental	equipment	you	many	need	
 Chairs, Tables, Tents etc.
•	 Order	Bridesmaids	dresses
•	 Finalize	your	guest	list
•	 Prepare	your	invitations
•	 Schedule	your	rehearsal	and	rehearsal	dinner
•	 Grooms	Pick	out	your	tuxedos	and	reserve	them
•	 Reserve	accommodations	for	out-of-town	guests.

P l a N N i N G  y o u r  w e D D i N G
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01 Week: 
•	 Pack	for	the	honeymoon
•	 Give	final	guest	count	to	your	caterer
•	 Confirm	details	with	all	your	vendors
•	 Pick	up	dresses	&	accessories
•	 Break	in	your	shoes	and	scuff	the	soles

06 Weeks: 
•	 Print	Programs
•	 Send	Wedding	Announcement	to	the	
      Newspaper (if desired)
•	 Start	writing	your	vows	(No	more	than	
      3 minutes)

02 Weeks: 
•	 Submit	a	shot	list	to	your	photographer
•	 	Inform	your	DJ	what	you	want	him	to	play	

& say (Songs for your first dance)
•	 Call	anyone	who	hasn’t	RSVP’d
•	 Finalize	seating	plan
•	 Write	speeches	for	the	rehearsal	dinner	
     and reception
•	 Get	marriage	license	if	possible

01 Day: 
•	 Pick	up	tuxedos
•	 Get	a	manicure	&	pedicure
•	 Prepare	wedding-day	schedule
•	 Hold	rehearsal	dinner
•	 Give	gifts	to	your	wedding	party

Your Wedding Day
•	 Have	your	hair	done
•	 Get	dressed
•	 Take	a	moment	to	relax	before	the	ceremony
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You’ve walked down that aisle, said your “I Do’s”, ate some cake, opened your gifts and 
said good bye to all your friends & family.  It’s now time to go on that much anticipated 
honeymoon!  Where are you going to go and what do you want to do?

You actually might want to start thinking about that before you ever set your wedding 
date.  It can be crucial.  Wanting a sunny honeymoon? Then a December wedding might 
not be a good choice.  That is unless you want to fly down South of the equator.  Same 
goes for a winter honeymoon and a June wedding.  You also need to take into consid-
eration each other’s work schedules as well.  We’ve all had jobs where there are certain 
times of year you just can’t get away. Once you’ve worked through those few steps then 
it’s time to decide.

The staff of “The Pride Guides®” has traveled throughout the six states we produce 
guides for.  So, with the thousands of miles of travel we have come close to being experts 
on the areas.  As luck would have it, they are all within a short drive or flight from any-
where in Arizona. From our research we have found there are more than enough things 
to go see and do right here in your own backyard.

Pride Guide®

Ideas

h o N e y M o o N  i D e a s

Honeymoon HAWAII  
www.GoGayHawaii.com
The State of Hawaii is probably the 
furthest away, but is so worth the trip. 
Hawaii consists of sixth volcanically 
formed islands, each having their own 
unique features.  The island chain can 
provide you with everything from beauti-
ful tropical beaches, lush rainforest and 
desert landscapes to snowcapped peaks. 
The state also has some of the most unique 
flora and fauna in the U.S.

     Kaua’i, “The Garden Isle”, is the oldest 
and the northernmost. A lush island of 
jagged cliffs, cascading waterfalls, and 
emerald tropical forests, some parts of 
the island’s interior can only be reached 
by air. It is also the only Hawaiian island 
with navigable rivers.

O’ahu also known as “the gathering 
place,” the third largest among its fel-
low islands, but it is first in population.  
Almost half inhabit the bustling city 
of Honolulu and nearby resort town of 
Waikiki. From trendy hotels and TAG-
approved resorts, to the best gay beach 
in Hawaii, and plenty of nightlife, dining 
and gay bars in Honolulu. Oahu is one of 
the top gay destinations and perfect for 
LGBT travel!  

     Molokai is the fifth largest island in the 
chain, and is radically different from some 
of the other, more touristy islands.  The 
eastern half of the island is covered with 
lush vegetation and wet forests, while the 
western half of the island is nearly barren. 
Molokai is home to some of the highest 
sea cliffs on the planet, as well one of the 
longest fringing reefs on Earth at nearly 
25 miles long!
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     Boasting to be the only island without a 
traffic light and only 30 miles of paved road, 
Lanai is a special place where you’re sure 
to find serenity, adventure and intimacy. If 
you want to get away from it all, get away to 
Lanai.

     Maui, the “Magic Isle,” has a relatively 
small population, making it a quiet and 
peaceful place to live or to visit. With 
breathtaking vistas, black sand beaches and 

lush tropical resorts and spas, Maui is the 
perfect place to go on your honeymoon.   
    Hawai’i Island abounds with natural won-
der.  From active volcanoes spewing molten 
magma, snow-kissed mountain peaks, to 
lush tropical rainforest and its white, green 
and black sand beaches. You can find every 
major ecosystem on the planet all in one 
place. Hawai’i Island is an adventure of 
nature’s finest work. 

h o N e y M o o N
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NEVADA
www.GayLasVegas.com
www.GoGayNevada.com
“America’s Adventure Place” is how some 
describe the Reno-Tahoe area. That said, 
you’ll find plenty of action in Nevada’s west-
ernmost territory.

     Reno’s downtown is highlighted by the 
Truckee River Whitewater Park and River-
walk District. Reno has celebrity-chef res-
taurants, great shopping, world-renowned 
events, casinos, resorts and a blossoming 
downtown district, Reno is one of northern 
Nevada’s most diverse destinations.

     Then there’s Lake Tahoe, more than 70 
miles of majestic shoreline with recreation 
opportunities galore. South Lake Tahoe has 
all the casinos, world-class acts and nightlife 
Nevada is known for, while all around the 

lake outdoor activities abound: hiking, bik-
ing, golfing, and water sports in the warm 
months, and world-class skiing, snowboard-
ing, and snowshoeing in the winter.

     The Las Vegas Strip is synonymous with 
vacation fun for everyone in the LGBT 
community. You can shop to your heart’s 
content, splurge on exquisite gourmet meals, 
indulge in decadent spa treatments at any 
one of the many resorts and party until sun-
rise at some of the hottest clubs in the world.

     Las Vegas has way more to offer than just 
what lies on The Strip. Just minutes away, 
the Springs Preserve is essentially a living 
museum. Exhibits focus on Las Vegas his-
tory and desert wildlife. There’s also the Red 
Rock Canyon National Conservation Area 
or Valley of Fire State Park, perfect for some 
hiking, biking, or even world class rock-
climbing on nearly perfect sandstone.
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ARIZONA
www.GayArizona.com
     “Down the road” from one of the world’s 
most impressive natural wonders, the Grand 
Canyon, Sedona is the ideal home base 
from which to spend several days exploring 
our exciting region.  Here you are a short 
drive from Flagstaff, Meteor Crater, the San 
Francisco Peaks, Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area, the Wupatki ruins, Sunset 
Crater, and numerous Native American 
communities.

     Sedona’s Red Rock Country is a four-
season playground for everyone, especially 
for outdoor enthusiasts. For couples, Sedona 
has become well-known as a premier wed-
ding & honeymoon destination, with its 
incredible resorts and spas and some of the 
most amazing scenery ever!

     In greater Phoenix, you’ll find plenty of 
things to see and do. With more than 330 
days of sunshine, you’ll have no problem ex-
periencing the rich diversity of the Sonoran 
Desert.

     There are more than three dozen luxuri-
ous resorts scattered throughout the Valley, 
many of which provide spectacular spas. 

Visitors also take pleasure in an exceptional 
dining scene, nightlife, Arts and enter-
tainment, sporting & cultural events, and 
shopping.  Phoenix is the hub of the desert 
southwest.

     Arizona’s second largest city, Tucson 
(TOO-sahn) is the perfect blend of small 
town charm and big city convenience.  Tuc-
son’s nickname is “Old Pueblo” and over one 
million people call it home.  

     Downtown Tucson is the historic and 
cultural heart of the Old Pueblo, with ten 
nearby historic districts, the Arts District, 
professional theater, opera, ballet and sym-
phony. With unique shopping, great restau-
rants, vintage theaters, bed-and-breakfasts, 
exciting nightlife, and eclectic architecture, 
Downtown has great places to explore and 
enjoy.

     Bisbee, founded in 1880, 90 miles south-
east of Tucson and nestled amongst the Mule 
Mountains, was once known for its mining 
of copper, silver and gold. Today Bisbee has 
evolved into an attractive artist colony and 
retirement community, known for its relaxed 
quality of life. Travelers from all over the 
world come to Bisbee to savor its unique 
charm… an uncommon blend of creativity, 
friendliness, style, romance and adventure.
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NEW MEXICO
www.GoGayNewMexico.com
     For more than a century, Taos has been a 
magnet for artists and art lovers. World-class 
museums and galleries, historic tours, and 
excellent restaurants make Taos a popular 
destination. Seventy miles north of Santa Fe, 
at the foot of the Sangre de Cristo Moun-
tains, Taos is also a favorite among outdoor 
enthusiasts, with plenty of annual sunshine, 
excellent skiing, and mountain trails for hik-
ing and biking.

     Santa Fe is known as the third-largest art 
market in the country due to the large num-
ber of resident painters, sculptors, jewelers, 
photographers, and other fine artists.  The 
city of 70,000 has more than 200 restaurants, 
incredible resorts & spas, galleries, shopping 
& cultural events.  The 4 century-year-old 
Mexican/Spanish and Native American 
presence in this area, gives Santa Fe a distinct 
food & cultural heritage like no place else in 
the U.S..

     Albuquerque is the largest city in New 
Mexico. It offers different cultural festivals, 

all manner of restaurants, and specialty 
shops. Nightlife is abundant, and while most 
are not overtly gay, gay people are welcomed 
to a booming live music scene or to sip 
cocktails on a balcony.

     East of Downtown is Nob Hill, an eclec-
tic, bohemian area. This unique area thrives 
with nightlife, locally owned restaurants & 
shops. Nob Hill dazzles at night with people 
– straight and gay, from all over the world. 
This is ABQ at it quirkiest!

     Just outside Albuquerque are the San-
dia, Santa Ana, Laguna and Isleta Indian 
Pueblos, each with its own casino and hotel/
resort. Native culture and entertainment 
abound.

     Southern New Mexico is filled with a 
surprise around every corner. The history of 
Las Cruces, the natural hot springs of Truth 
or Consequences, the Rocky Mountain 
views in Ruidoso, the arts of Silver City and 
of course you can’t forget about the Alien 
invaders of Roswell.  These communities are 
a unique experience and they are welcoming 
to all.

honeymoon ideas
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CALIFORNIA
www.GoGayCalifornia.com
     Find yourself amid the lakes, nature 
preserves, forests and rugged trails of gay 
friendly Northern California. The giant 
tree you can drive through near Redwoods 
State Park is one of the area’s most famous 
landmarks, as are the wineries of Sonoma 
County and let’s not forget Yosemite Na-
tional Park.

     Northern California boasts miles and 
miles of wide-open beaches that offer a 
contrast to the crowded coastlines farther 
south. You’ll also discover small commu-
nities filled with wineries, quaint Inn’s & 
B&B’s, artist enclaves, fine dining and music 
festivals. All amongst redwood trees, and 
dotted with dramatic cliffs and rocky coves. 
This region’s natural beauty provides the 
ingredients for an entirely unique romantic 
getaway.

     Gay friendly San Francisco is considered 
one of the greatest cities in the world for 
many things, including five-star dining, 
amazing hotels, fantastic nightlife, a hap-
pening theater scene, and gay and lesbian 
culture. And, beyond the fifty-square-mile 
city, in the surrounding Bay Area, there’s 
so much more to explore, including Silicon 
Valley’s innovations, the Napa Valley’s vine-
yards, and Berkeley’s free spirit. 

     The High Sierras have fantastic food and 
wine festivals at Mammoth Mountain and 
Squaw Valley each year.  If the outdoors 
is your game, then this is the place to be.  
Skiing, hiking, biking & camping are just a 
taste of the activities waiting  for you.

     Drive through the Central Valley, and 
you’ll see evidence of how life here has his-
torically revolved around agriculture. You’ll 
find incredible farmers’ markets, roadside 
produce stands, and festivals that celebrate 
local specialties: wine, tomatoes, asparagus, 
cheese and more. The region’s major cities 

Visitcalifornia.com
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offer many attractions including museums, 
concerts, racing, country music and unique 
gardens.

     Find the perfect balance between urban 
and rural on California’s Central Coast. 
Artist enclaves in Carmel and Big Sur, 
celebrity residents, world-class resorts, an 
emerging wine region and a castle are part 
of the attractions, yet the atmosphere is 
relaxed and casual.

     One of the world’s leading gay and  
lesbian destinations, Los Angeles is much 
more than a single metropolis — rather; it’s 
an entire collection of both sprawling and 
in many cases scenic neighborhoods and 
adjacent cities. It could take a full week just 
to visit even those areas with the greatest 
numbers of gay-popular businesses and resi-
dential blocks, including West Hollywood, 
Silver Lake, Hollywood, the San Fernando 
Valley, Santa Monica, Venice Beach, Beverly 
Hills, Westwood, and even the increasingly 
trendy downtown. The center of America’s 
entertainment industry has a ton of great 
restaurants, hotels, and bars. Gay visitors 
will find hundreds of LGBT-specific sights, 
sounds, tastes and activities.

     Palm Springs CA: a desert oasis with 
a cosmopolitan twist. Dine in world class 
restaurants, lounge at legendary boutique 
hotels, & discover why mid-century modern 
enthusiasts gather here yearly.  Unique to 
Palm Springs is its abundance of resorts 
catering to the gay and lesbian community. 
For the outdoor adventurer; Palm Springs 
offers magnificent hiking, unique jeep tours 
& 360 days of sunshine & starry nights.

     San Diego welcomes gay and lesbian trav-
elers with a vast array of activities, including 
six popular annual Pride festivals and a vi-
brant gay and lesbian community. Visit once 
and get hooked on the sunshine and spirit 
of a city where people from all walks of life 
come together to meet, shop, dine and enjoy 
the area’s arts, culture and nightlife.

     Hillcrest, home to San Diego’s gay and 
lesbian community, is an exciting uptown 
district that celebrates diversity year-round. 
Guests are eased by the community’s open-
ness, hospitality and quaint neighborhood 
charm. Hillcrest celebrates San Diego’s hip 
and wild side with a mix of exotic bistros, 
eclectic coffee houses and cafes, urban-style 
boutiques, nightspots and so much more.
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COLORADO
www.GayColorado.com
     Denver, also known as “The Queen City 
of the Plains”  & the capital city of Colorado 
was founded in 1858 at the base of the Rocky 
Mountains. It has been a city of ethnic and 
cultural diversity since its inception. Denver 
has grown to become a modern city offering 
something for everyone.

     The Mile High City, with 42,000 hotel 
rooms in the metropolitan area, has no 
shortage of a place to stay or budget to be 
followed.  Many of its hotels cater to the 
LGBT traveler, insuring you a safe and ac-
cepting accommodations.

     Looking for that urban experience?  
Denver is the place to go. There is shopping, 

amazing restaurants, museums, art galleries 
and of course nightlife like no other.  At any 
given time of the year, there are sporting & 
cultural events that will keep your days and 
evenings hopping.

     This modern & chic city is also a great 
place for those looking for that outdoor 
experience.   With the Rocky Mountains at 
its back door you will find over 850 miles 
of paved & dirt bike paths, hiking, and 
camping. Let’s not forget about some the top 
skiing areas in the world. Places like Aspen, 
Vail & Telluride offer everything from 
downhill, cross country, snowboarding and 
more.  Of course these areas have world 
class resorts allowing you to make your hon-
eymoon dreams come true.  

honeymoon ideas



entertainment & Nightlife

albuquerque 
As befits a city of half a million people, 
Albuquerque has an active performing 
arts and nightlife scene. The perform-
ing arts here are multicultural, with 
Hispanic and (to a lesser extent) Native 
American productions sharing stage 
space with Anglo works including the-
ater, opera, symphony, and dance. Al-
buquerque also attracts many national 
touring companies. Nightclubs cover 
the gamut, with rock, jazz, and country 
predominant. 

Downtown Albuquerque is all business 
during the daylight hours but once the 
sun sets, a younger crowd flocks to 
this area’s hip dance clubs and mar-
tini bars. Both Downtown and Nob Hill 
are packed with some of the best bars 
around. Everything from brewpubs, 
wine bars and restaurants to billiards 
and dance clubs are within walking 
distance from each other. Art openings 
are common on Friday nights and you’ll 
find live music every night of the week 
in Albuquerque concert venues. Make 
sure to check out Downtown Albuquer-
que’s largest gay nightclub, Effex Night 

Club. Holding up to 750 clubbers, this club 
features Go Go Dancers, a rooftop bar and 
an enormous dance floor with the best 
local DJs and World Class DJs brought in 
weekly.

You’ll also find some of the best Albuquer-
que nightlife, restaurants and more in 
the city’s casinos and resorts. Along with 
table games, poker, slots, bingo, spas and 
golf courses many casinos also have large 
performance venues featuring national 
performing acts and musicians. The clos-
est Albuquerque casinos are just a 10 min-
ute drive from Downtown and several of-
fer free shuttle service from Albuquerque 
hotels.

For a quiet end to the evening, head to 
the Sandia Peak Tramway where you can 
glide through the sunset far above the 
Rio Grande Valley with the lights of Albu-
querque sparkling below.

Check the Pride Guide® calendar to see 
what special events are happening dur-
ing your visit. Complete information on 
all major cultural events can be obtained 
from the Albuquerque Convention and 

EntertainmeNt& Nightlife
Photo credits: nmtourism.org

Photo credit: uPtown
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Visitors Bureau (Call 800-284-2282 for re-
corded information after 5pm). No matter 
which entertainment venue you choose, 
you’ll never spend a dull night in Albu-
querque!

saNta fe
From nightclubs to lounges, cigar bars and 
dinner music, Santa Fe offers plenty of 
places to unwind and enjoy live music and 
dance performances. Take in a flamenco 
concert or a gig by a local band. Enjoy Na-
tive American flute music, or a mariachi 
concert full of local flavor. Dance to a DJ’s 
pulsing beat or relax in the Lensic Per-
forming Arts Center to a classical music 
concert. 

Santa Fe is a musician’s mecca, a place 
where well-known musicians live when 
they’re not touring the world and where 
many local bands flourish. Santa Fe even 
has a local record label that represents a 
number of local musicians and bands. In 
addition to several live music venues, the 
city hosts music festivals throughout the 
year devoted to jazz, classical, opera, alt. 
indie music and bluegrass.

In a city renowned for culture, it’s no sur-
prise that Santa Fe has a thriving per-
forming arts scene. The world-famous 
Santa Fe Opera performs only in the sum-
mer, but their performances are so good 
that it’s worth thinking about planning 
your trip around them. A variety of free 
concerts are also staged throughout the 
summer in the Plaza. Other performing 
arts worth considering include the Maria 
Benitez Teatro Flamenco and the Aspen 
Santa Fe Ballet.

Like the locals, restaurants and bars in 

Santa Fe have distinct personalities. 
For those who live to dance, there’s an 
honest-to-goodness “disco” in town, 
several country-and-western venues 
and a few Latino clubs. Many hotels 
also offer live entertainment, much 
of it home-grown -- though that by no 
means rules out the occasional big-
name act. Thanks to Santa Fe’s mag-
netic attraction for artists, musicians 
and celebrities of all ilk and notoriety, 
local talent is excellent and plentiful 
here.

The Buffalo Thunder Resort & Casino, 
located just 15 minutes north of Santa 
Fe, features table games, poker, slots, 
golfing and World Class entertain-
ment and offers a complimentary 
shuttle between the historic down-
town Railyard in Santa Fe and the 
resort on a regularly scheduled basis.

Art lovers could never be disappoint-
ed by a trip to Santa Fe. Artists have 
been thriving in the city for decades, 
and visitors are able to enjoy not only 
viewing breathtaking visual art, but 
taking part in the creative process as 
well. From pottery to painting and ev-
erything in between, there is a seem-
ingly never-ending number of muse-
ums, galleries, shops, and workshops 
available within Santa Fe for resi-
dents and visitors to get their art fix. 
It’s really no wonder the city is called 
an “Art Mecca Destination Location”.

Again, check the Pride Guide® calen-
dar for special events happening in 
the area or contact the Santa Fe Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau (800-777-
2489) or visit them at www.SantaFe.
org.

venues

albuquerque 

Creative Albuquerque
www.Creativeabq.org
New Mexico Women’s Chorus
www.NMWomensChorus.org 
New Mexico Gay Men’s Chorus
www.nmgmc.org 
Globalquerque
www.globalquerque.com
10th Annual Southwest Gay & Lesbian
Film Festival
www.SWGLFF.com 

taos

Taos Center for the Arts 
www.tcataos.org 

saNta fe 

Juan Siddi Flamenco Theatre Company
www.JuanSiddiFlamenco.com
The Santa Fe Opera
www.SantafeOpera.org

las CruCes 

Rio Grande Theatre
www.RioGrandeTheatre.com 

Venues
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GeorGia o’KeeFFe museum Gallery, saNta Fe
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taos

First Saturday of each month is the Art 
Walk from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  (year round)

saNta fe 

Every Friday there are a slew of open-
ings, generally scheduled between  
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
(May to Sept.)

albuquerque  

First Friday of each month Arts Crawl 
on the Historic Route 66-Nob Hill & 
Highland  Albuquerque neighborhoods 
from  5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (May to Sept)

las CruCes  

First Friday of each month Downtown 
Art Walk from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
(year round)  

what better way to start  off the  
weekend than with the tradition  
of gallery hopping!
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Photo credit: markkane.net

hispanic influence

Few places on earth offer the rich his-
tory and blend of cultures you’ll find in 
New Mexico. Home to dozens of Native 
American pueblos, tribes and nations, 
there is also over 500 years of Hispan-
ic culture to discover here. 

   The Spanish first came to New Mex-
ico in 1541 and in 1598 the first Span-
ish colonial settlement, San Juan de 
los Caballeros, was founded in what is 
now northern New Mexico. The Span-
ish also established missions (some 
with beautiful churches and artwork) 
throughout the area. In 1706 settlers 
founded Albuquerque which is named 
for the Spanish Duke de Alburquer-
que, Francisco Fernández de la Cueva 
(hence the nickname “Duke City”). His-
panic culture has influenced how New 
Mexicans work, play and live for over 
half a millennia and today’s visitors 
can feel the vibrant Hispanic tradi-
tions across the state. From the food to 
the language and from the festivals to 
the arts and crafts, Hispanic culture is 
here for everyone to savor.

historic sites

   El Rancho de las Golondrinas (The 
Ranch of the Swallows) is a living his-
tory museum located on 200 acres in 
a rural farming valley just south of 
Santa Fe. The museum, dedicated to 
the heritage and culture of Spanish 
Colonial New Mexico, opened in 1972. 
Original colonial buildings on the site 
date from the early 18th century. In 
addition, historic buildings from other 
parts of northern New Mexico have 
been reconstructed at Las Golondri-
nas. Special festivals and theme week-
ends offer visitors an in-depth look 
into the celebrations, music, dance and 
many other aspects of life in the peri-
od when this part of the United States 
was ruled by Spain and Mexico.

   El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro 
(The Royal Road to the Interior Lands) 

was the official “Road from Spain” bring-
ing the first colonists to the region be-
ginning in 1598 -- 22 years before the 
Mayflower.  This emigrant trail brought 
thousands of Spanish and Mexican colo-
nists to New Mexico until the arrival of 
the railroad in the late 1800s.  The unique 
culture, history and people of New Mex-
ico trace their roots to the Camino Real.  
Though not used for over a century, rem-
nants of the Camino Real, Indian pueblos, 
and other cultural sites along the trail 
are being preserved today.  The towns 
and villages along the Rio Grande, and 
the Camino Real, are some of the oldest 
settlements in North America.  El Camino 
Real is a National Historic Trail.

   Named for the patron saint of Santa Fe, 
the historic Hotel St. Francis is located 
one block off the Santa Fe Plaza and em-
bodies the authentic spirit of old Santa 
Fe. Inspired by the early presence of the 
Franciscan missionaries in New Mexico, 
the spectacularly renovated Hotel St. 
Francis is designed in a style where peace 
and tranquility are the key design ele-
ments throughout. The St. Francis has 
the distinction of being the oldest hotel in 
Santa Fe and is on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

st. francis hotel, santa fe
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   A prime example of Hispanic influence 
is found at historic Old Town Albuquer-
que, where adobe buildings surround 
a central plaza, a common feature of 
Spanish colonial towns. Anchoring the 
plaza is the San Felipe de Neri Church. 
Built in 1793 it is the oldest building in 
the city and the third oldest Hispanic 
church in New Mexico. Old Town Plaza 
and the church are the center of many 
Hispanic traditions in Albuquerque in-
cluding the San Felipe Fiestas held each 
year at the end of May and early June. A 
procession of the patron saint is part of 
the three days of entertainment, food 
and festivities.

hispanic arts

   One of the ways the rich Hispanic 
culture of New Mexico is celebrated is 
Santa Fe’s Annual Spanish Market in 
late July. A popular event for residents 
and visitors alike, the Spanish Market 
features handmade traditional art from 

over 350 local Hispanic artists as well 
as on-going live music and dance, art 
demonstrations, and regional foods 
throughout each day. This famous 
Market is the oldest and largest juried 
Spanish Market in the United States 
and attracts over 70,000 visitors and 
collectors from throughout the world.  
The artists not only exhibit and sell 
their art, but are also very happy to 
share their culture with visitors.  All 
of the festivities are focused on and 
around the Santa Fe Plaza, which is 
surrounded by history-filled muse-
ums, shops and restaurants.

   The National Hispanic Cultural 
Center (NHCC), located in the historic 
Barelas neighborhood in Albuquer-
que, presents and preserves Hispanic 
culture at the local, state, national and 
international levels. Its 16-acre cam-
pus is home to an art museum, per-
forming arts complex, education cen-
ter, history and literary arts building 
and several outdoor patios and pla-

hispanic influence

zuelas. Throughout the year visitors 
can enjoy a diverse mix of traditional 
and contemporary art, music, dance, 
theatre, book signings, lectures and 
family programming. Its full calendar 
includes flamenco, ballet, Latin dance 
classes, Cinco de Mayo Folklorico, and 
more. The Center also offers a restau-
rant and gift shop.

flamenco in New Mexico

   The passionate flamenco is one of 
the most widely associated dances 
with the Hispanic culture, and a visit 
to New Mexico offers a chance to view 
the dance at its best.

   Flamenco is a Spanish musical genre 
with strong, rhythmic undertones 
and is often accompanied with a simi-

larly impassioned style of dance charac-
terized by its powerful yet graceful ex-
ecution, as well as its intricate hand and 
footwork. Flamenco embodies a complex 
musical and cultural tradition. Although 
considered part of the culture of Spain 
in general, flamenco actually originates 
from Andalusia. However, other areas, 
mainly Extremadura and Murcia, have 
contributed to the development of several 
flamenco musical forms, and a great num-
ber of renowned flamenco artists have 
been born in other territories of the state. 
The roots of flamenco are not precisely 
known, but it is generally acknowledged 
that flamenco grew out of the unique 
interplay of native Andalusian, Islamic, 
Sephardic and Gypsy cultures that ex-
isted in Andalusia prior to and after the 
Reconquest. Latin American and espe-

Photo credit: dianne stromberg

Photo credit: itsatriP.com
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Mexico. The festival, one of the lon-
gest-running events in Albuquerque, 
is considered one of the most impor-
tant flamenco events outside of Spain.

   Located in downtown Albuquerque, 
The National Institute of Flamenco 
(NIF) is a unique, nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to preserving the art, 
culture and history of flamenco. NIF 
offers a full flamenco curriculum for 
all ages and experience levels through 
the National Conservatory of Flamen-
co Arts. NIF proudly hosts exceptional 
performances by world famous fla-
menco artists throughout the year.

   Tucked away in a school on Aqua Fria 
Street in Santa Fe is the Maria Benitez 
Institute for Spanish Arts. From the 
name you can surmise that its focus is 
artistic endeavor related to the coun-
try of Spain and its influence on His-
panic culture. What you can’t know 

cially Cuban influences have also been 
important in shaping several flamenco 
musical forms.

   Once the seeds of flamenco were planted 
in Andalusia, it grew as a separate subcul-
ture, first centered in the provinces of Se-
ville, Cádiz and part of Málaga—the area 
known as Baja Andalucía (Lower Andalu-
sia)—but soon spreading to the rest of An-
dalusia, incorporating and transforming 
local folk music forms. As the popularity 
of flamenco extended to other areas, oth-
er local Spanish musical traditions (i.e., 
the Castilian traditional music) would 
also influence, and be influenced by, the 
traditional flamenco styles. 

   Today Albuquerque is known as a prin-
cipal location for flamenco dance. Each 
summer thousands of flamenco dancers 
and aficionados gather for the Annual 
Festival Flamenco Internacional de Al-
burquerque held at the University of New 

unless you have seen the product of their 
efforts is the powerful emotional and vis-
ceral impact one of their performances 
can have on an audience. It’s a fitting 
organization for the oldest city that is a 
capital in the U.S. and was founded by the 
Spanish. Maria Benitez, its founder, may 
be known to you. She is an internationally 
recognized choreographer, dancer and di-
rector of Spanish dance. She is also one of 
the most well-known Flamenco dancers 
in the world. Maria Benitez also founded 
the Teatro Flamenco Dance Company in 
Santa Fe along with the Estampa Espa-
nola dance company.

legacy

   The Spanish culture and traditions sur-
vive and evolve in New Mexico through 
the strength and ties of the language, 

the family and the church. In general, 
the uniqueness of the arts, folk arts and 
traditions of New Mexico have been rec-
ognized since as early as the turn of the 
century. Hispanos practice and live their 
cultural and religious traditions which 
are apparent in the native foods and 
herbal remedies, the local music, arts and 
crafts, and the annual fiestas of Santiago 
y Santa Ana held the last week of July. 
Hispanos also continue to observe their 
unique religious functions which include 
the Posadas during Christmas season 
which reenacts Joseph and Mary’s search 
for an inn, the celebration of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe and Lenten activities that 
include the practices of the Penitentes 
during Holy Week. The names of the 
people, towns, cities, rivers, valleys, and 
mountain ranges are testaments to the 
Hispanic legacy in New Mexico.

Photo credit: nmtourism.org

Photo credit: nmtourism.org
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saNta Fe
Santa Fe’s most popular nickname, “The 
City Different”, is a proud representation  
of its residents’ belief in distinguishing  
themselves by thinking outside the box 
while also honoring their roots. A very 
proud city that is not only very gay-friendly,  
but America’s oldest capital city, celebrating  
400 years in 2010.
 The city’s rich history is most visually 
apparent in Santa Fe’s distinctive adobe 
buildings– a genuine manifestation of the 
confluence of Spanish and Native American  
cultures. Adobe, a durable material used 

for centuries to construct the area’s pueb-
los, is produced by combining sand, clay, 
water and fibrous organic matter such 
as sticks or straw. Adobe buildings were 
traditionally made by shaping the mud-
based substance into bricks, with supports 
provided by large logs, called vigas. One 
of Santa Fe’s oldest examples of this tech-
nique is the Palace of the Governors.
 Besides its historic architectural heri-
tage (which draws a huge number of 
LGBT visitors), Santa Fe’s unique shop-
ping and dining experience is a must 
for your visit list. The primary shopping  

6 36 2
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district is downtown’s many shops and 
boutiques centered around the Plaza. 
Then, just southeast of downtown, 
Canyon Road is lined with more high-
end options. This street is renowned 
for its art galleries, but is also home 
to dealers of fine leather goods and 
jewelry, ranging from southwestern  
to contemporary. 
 Santa Fe is known as the second-largest 
art market in the country due to the large 
number of resident painters, sculptors,  
jewelers, photographers, and other fine 
artists. They choose to call Santa Fe home 
because the unique culture is conducive to 
the spirit of creative thinking. There are 
oodles of other artists here too: designers 
of fashion and furniture, of landscapes 
and home interiors, plus architects and 
builders, as well as quite a few innovators 
in the fields of science, sustainability, the 
healing arts, and water conservation. The 
wholeness-of-life atmosphere of Santa Fe  
originates from the area’s indigenous 
communities, most of whom have always  
recognized the interconnectedness be-
tween themselves and the world around 
them.
 More than 200 restaurants in a town 
of 70,000 or so makes for a terrific eatery-
to-customer ratio. That’s why this unique 
city has become such a culinary destina-
tion. The centuries-old Mexican/Spanish 
and Native American presence in this area 

gives us a distinct food heritage (vastly dif-
ferent from Tex-Mex and California-Mex). 
Relying on regional ingredients like chiles, 
corn, squash, and a host of other vegetables 
and meats, these two food cultures came  
together to create a savory blend of flavors 
like no other. 
 New Mexico’s love of her most prized 
crop, chile, sets us apart from other South-
western states. We love it so much we keep 
almost 80 percent of the annual harvest 
to enjoy right here. Whether you prefer 
the kick of the roasted green or the smoky 
depth of a ripened, dried red, you can try 
them poured over an enchilada, stuffed and 
batter-fried, simmered into a piquant stew, 
or simply strewn across a hamburger. In  
addition to chile-inspired menus, practically  
every major ethnic cuisine and restaurant 
style is offered to the Santa Fe diner.

el Morro 
Whether passing through to your next 
travel destination or just a day or over-
night trip, El Morro is the best kept gay 
secret. It’s only 2 hours away from Al-
buquerque, you’ll have plenty of energy 
to climb the El Morro National Monu-
ment, have a meal, see the wolves and 
check out some cool art. And maybe 
spend the night in a cabin or camp out 
to catch the unobstructed view of the 
Milky Way.

galluP
Gallup, New Mexico. It’s known as the 
epicenter of Native American history, art, 
culture and tradition in the southwest, and 
was made famous in the song “Route 66.” 
Explore Gallup and discover one of the 
last genuine Native American experiences 
on earth. Genuine Gallup. It’s genuinely 
amazing.

FarMiNgtoN
Farmington is in the heart of America’s 
Southwest, surrounded by world-class 
cultural treasures and magnificent 
landscapes. Nestled in the picturesque 
San Juan River Valley, Farmington is 
within sight of Colorado’s rugged San 
Juan Mountains and the desert high-
lands of Arizona and Utah. Farming-
ton is the commercial center of the 
Four Corners Region with a population 
of 46,000 people. 
 The perfect place for enjoying ex-
traordinary outdoor recreation and 
travel adventures, the Four Corners area  
is legendary for its year-round pleasant  
climate, which makes the area a pleasur-
able destination during any season.  

Madrid
Located just south of Santa Fe on the 
Turquoise Trail, in the mineral-rich 
Ortiz Mountains, Madrid is in the old-
est coal mining region in New Mexico. 
There is evidence of primitive mining 
in the Madrid area as early as the mid-
1850’s. By 1892, the yield from a narrow 
valley known as “Coal Gulch” was large 
enough to warrant the construction of a 
6.5 mile railroad spur to the main line of 
the Santa Fe Railroad. Coal Gulch later 
became the town site of Madrid. This 
unique & small town is now a creative 
community with over 40 shops and  
galleries representing hundreds of  
artists. 

taos
For more than a century, Taos has been a 
magnet for artists and art lovers. World-

class museums and galleries, historic 
tours, and excellent restaurants make Taos 
a popular day trip for visitors. Seventy 
miles north of Santa Fe, at the foot of the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains, Taos is also 
a favorite among outdoor enthusiasts, 
with plenty of annual sunshine, excellent 
skiing, and mountain trails for hiking 
and biking.
 Essential to its character is the historic  
Taos Plaza, established in the late 18th 
century. Today, the Plaza boasts more 
than 40 galleries and boutiques and  
several restaurants.
 The journey from Santa Fe to Taos 
can be an adventure in itself, with two  
possible routes, both about equal in  
distance. Locals call the most direct (yet 
still scenic) path, which follows the Rio 
Grande, the Low Road. But the snaking 
High Road to Taos is a stunning must-
see. Heading north from Santa Fe, the 
High Road takes you along five different 
byways, passing through several small 
mountain villages, each rich in culture 
and history. The road goes east from 
Espanola and winds through beautiful 
Northern New Mexico.
 The experience of Northern New 
Mexico is the enchantment of ancient 
traditions, artistic and spiritual wealth, 
plus truly savory food.
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C er r il l os

a C C o M M o D a t i o N sa C C o M o D a t i o N s/
w e D D i N G s

Hacienda doña andrea de santa Fe
78 Vista Del Oro
Cerrillos, NM 87010
505-424-8995
www.HDASantaFe.com
www.MySantaFeWedding.com

Spectacular views, exquisite peace and 
privacy on a glorious 65 acre mountain estate. 
Ceremonies, receptions, lodging & retreats.

fa r MiNGt oN
C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -

a D v o C a C y

Farmington Pride
P.O. Box 837
Flora Vista, NM 87415
www.Facebook.com/Farmington.Pride

Reaching out to educate the community about 
LGBT life, making it a safer and warmer com-
munity for all.

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) Farmington
2509 Cliffside Dr.
Farmington, NM 87401
505-326-2590
www.PFLAG.com

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local Com-
munity Information.
 

G a l lu P
C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -

a D v o C a C y

gallup Pride
P.O. Box 4771
Gallup, NM 87301
505-862-4350
www.GallupPrideInc.webs.com

Educate our community, honor our heritage, 
embrace our diverse cultures and promote 
harmony between the gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender and community-at-large.

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) gallup
110 W. Aztec Ave.
Gallup, NM 87301
505-863-1255
Like Us On Facebook

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local Com-
munity Information.

el Morro theatre 
207 W. Coal Ave. 
Gallup, NM 87301 
505-726-0050 
www.ElMorroTheatre.com 

The 460-seat El Morro Theatre opened in 
1928, it is operated by the City of Gallup and 
is used for movie screenings, performing arts 
and other cultural events.   
     

l os a l a Mos

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -
a D v o C a C y

Parents  Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) los alamos
P.O. Box 922
Los Alamos, NM 87544
505-662-7231
www.PFLAG.org

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local Com-
munity Information.

s a N ta f e
a C C o M M o D a t i o N s

bishop’s lodge ranch resort & spa
1297 Bishop’s Lodge Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87506
505-819-4022
888-708-9873
www.BishopsLodge.com

Experience Authentic Santa Fe! A Full-Ser-
vice resort for guests who appreciate luxury 
and privacy.

see our ad on page 67

santa fe & Northern New Mexico

For uPdAted  
inFormAtion And  

Current events go to:
gogAynewmexiCo.Com

courtyard by Marriott santa Fe 
3347 Cerrillos Rd. 
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
877-440-9050 
www.SantaFeCourtyard.com 

Newly renovated hotel features updated 
guestrooms and meeting space. Indoor salt 
water pool & fitness center. 

see our ad on page 69 
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eldorado Hotel & spa 
309 W. San Francisco St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-995-4523 
www.ElDoradoHotel.com 

Located in downtown Santa Fe, Eldorado 
Hotel & Spa is the perfect embodiment of the 
spirit of Santa Fe

Hilton santa Fe buffalo thunder 
Camille Maetas 
20 Buffalo Thunder Trail 
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
505-455-5555 
www.BuffaloThunderResort.com 

An authentically majestic Santa Fe experi-
ence where the red hot gaming of Vegas, the 
championship golf course, full service salon & 
spa, & legendary Hilton Hospitality all come 
together in a serene Santa Fe landscape.

see our ad on page 68
 

For uPdAted inFormAtion And Current events go to:

gogAynewmexiCo.Com
santa fe & Northern New Mexico

Hilton santa Fe Historic Plaza  
100 Sandoval Street  
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-988-2811 
www.HistoricPlazaHotelSantaFe.com 

Celebrate the support for equality and inclu-
siveness at our boutique hotel offering an 
intimate setting for your ceremony, reception 
and/or room block. 

see our ad on page 71 

Hotel chimayo de santa Fe 
125 Washington Ave. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-988-4900 
www.HotelChimayo.com 

A picturesque boutique hotel nestled just off 
the historic plaza in Santa Fe. TAG Approved 

Hotel st. Francis 
210 Don Gaspar Ave. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-983-5700 
800-829-5700 
www.HotelStFrancis.com 

Inspired by the early presence of the 
Franciscan missionaries in New Mexico. TAG 
Approved 

la Fonda on the Plaza  
100 E. San Francisco St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-982-5511 
800-523-5002 
www.LaFondaSantaFe.com 

Where 90 years of old world hospitality 
meets modern luxury. The only 4 Diamond 
Hotel located on Santa Fe’s historic plaza. 

PleAse suPPort our 
Advertisers!

the lodge at santa Fe  
750 N. St. Francis Dr. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-992-5800 
888-563-4373 
www.LodgeAtSantaFe.com 

Inspired by the ancient and legendary building 
traditions of the Anasazi. 
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a r t  G a l e r i e s

david richard gallery
544 S. Guadalupe Street.
Santa Fe, NM 87501
505-983-9555
www.DavidRichardGallery.com

David Richard Gallery, the premier contemporary 
art gallery specializes in Abstract, Color Field, 
Op, Pop and Minimalism.

see our ad on page 70 

  
a u t o  s a l e s

lithia chrysler Jeep dodge ram of santa Fe 
Crystal Baca 
4470 Cerrillos Rd. 
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
505-473-1234 
www.LithiaSantaFe.com 

Life’s Short - Enjoy the Ride with a New Dodge, 
Chrysler, RAM and Jeep or Used Car from Lithia 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge of Santa Fe.

see our ad on page 73 

 
C a t e r i N G

rio chama 
Juli King (Event Coordinator) 
414 Old Santa Fe Trail 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-955-0765 
www.RioChamaSteakHouse.com 

Located in the heart of downtown Santa Fe! 
Our historic private dining rooms can accom-
modate over 100 guests. We offer a variety of 
accommodations & menus & will work with you 
to creat the perfect event.

see our ad on page 78

  C h u r C h e s  & s y N o G o G u e s

united church of santa Fe 
1804 Arroyo Chamiso 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
505-988-3295 
www.UnitedChurchofSantaFe.org  

We affirm God’s inclusive love for all people. 

see our ad on page 71 

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -
a D v o C a C y

Human rights alliance/santa Fe Pride 
P.O. Box 8640 
Santa Fe, NM 87504  
www.SantaFeHRA.org 

Producers of Santa Fe Pride

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians 
& gays (PFlag)santa Fe 
P.O. Box 16498 
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
505-424-8951 
www.PFLAGSantaFe.org 

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local 
Community Information.

southwest c.a.r.e. center 
649 Harkle Rd., Ste. E  
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
505-989-8200 
www.SouthwestCare.org 

Family Medicine, Women’s Health Services 
and Specialty Services 

see our ad on page 75 

the trevor Project 
Teen Suicide Hotline 
Santa Fe 
866-4-u-treVor 
866-488-7386 
www.TheTrevorProject.org 

The Trevor Project is a national organization 
focused on crisis and suicide prevention efforts 
among the LGBTQ youth.
    

The United Church of Santa Fe
(United Church of Christ)

Open and Affirming of All God’s Children
Sunday Worship: 8:30 & 11:00 (Summer: 8:30 & 10:00)
Programs for Children/Youth.     Classical, Gospel, Global Music

Rev. Talitha Arnold     Rev. Brandon Johnson
1804 Arroyo Chamiso (corner of St. Michael’s Drive)

Santa Fe, NM 87505Santa Fe, NM 87505
505-988-3295     Unitedchurchofsantafe.org

Love God. Love Neighbor. Love Creation

santa fe & Northern New Mexico
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C o u N s e l i N G  -  
P s y C h o t h e r a P y

counseling within 
Elaine Meizlish, LISW 
1925 Aspen Dr., Ste. 101B 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
505-471-0402 
www.CounselingWithin.com 

Offering Psychotherapy Services to the LGBT 
Community for over 30 Years.

see our ad on page 72

D e N t i s t

richard s. Parker, d.d.s. 
2019 Galisteo St., Ste. L-2 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
505-982-9222 

In Santa Fe creating healthy smiles is our Pas-
sion. General & Cosmetic Dentistry. 

j e w e l e r s

diva diamonds & Jewels 
78 E. San Francisco St.  
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-603-0191 
www.SantaFeDiva.com 

Diva Diamonds and Jewels on the Santa Fe 
Plaza is your jeweler for generations.  

see our ad on the back cover 

r e a l  e s t a t e

birds of a Feather resort community, llc. 
11 Whitehawk Trail 
Pecos, NM 87552 
505-757-2901 
www.BirdsofaFeather.com 

More than a place to live, a way to live! LGBT 
Community located near Santa Fe, New 
Mexico

see our ad on page 74

emily Medvec 
Keller Williams Realty Santa Fe 
130 Lincoln Ave., Suite K 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
c 505-660-4541 
o 505-983-5151 
www.BuySantaFeHomes.com 

Emily Medvec delivers positive results for 
buyer/sellers and investors. Her experience, 
marketing savvy, social networking and nego-
tiation skills are always focused on saving you 
valuable time and money. 

For uPdAted  
inFormAtion And  
Current events  

go to:
gogAynewmexiCo.Com
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Philip ross 
Barker Realty 
530 S. Guadalupe 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-670-1783 
PRoss@Brisf.com 
www.SantaFeGay.com 

Philip Ross and SantaFeGay.com should be 
your first and last stop for all your Gay Santa Fe 
Needs! Treating You Like Family - Our Family! 

r e s t a u r a N t s

bouche French bistro 
451 W. Alameda 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-982-6297 
www.BoucheBistro.com 

Santa Fe’s most applauded new restaurant! 

see our ad on page 76

     
cafe cafe 
500 Sandoval 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-466-1391 
www.CafeCafeSantaFe.com 

Since opening in September 2007 this trattoria 
has served excellent appetizers, pizzas and 
entrees. 
   
rio chama 
Juli King (Event Coordinator) 
414 Old Santa Fe Trail 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-955-0765 
www.RioChamaSteakHouse.com 

Located in the heart of downtown Santa Fe! 
Our historic private dining rooms can accom-
modate over 100 guests. We offer a variety of 
accommodations & menus & will work with you 
to creat the perfect event. 

see our ad on page 78 
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Zia diner 
326 S. Guadalupe St.  
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-988-7008 
www.ZiaDiner.com 

Upscale down-home comfort food in a high-
energy deco warehouse. Great Bar! Great 
Parking! 

see our ad on page 77

s o l a r

consolidated solar technologies 
1310 Monterey Dr. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
505-982-9044 
www.GoCSTSolar.com 

With the power of the sun, we have the power 
to make a difference. 

see our ad on page 113 

w e D D i N G  - 
C a t e r i N G

rio chama 
Juli King (Event Coordinator) 
414 Old Santa Fe Trail 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-955-0765 
www.RioChamaSteakHouse.com  

Located in the heart of downtown Santa Fe! 
Our historic private dining rooms can accom-
modate over 100 guests. We offer a variety of 
accommodations & menus & will work with you 
to creat the perfect event.

see our ad on page 78   

w e D D i N G  -  C e r e M o N y
& r e C e P t i o N  s i t e s

bishop’s lodge ranch resort & spa 
1297 Bishop’s Lodge Rd. 
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
505-983-6377 
800-732-2240 
www.BishopsLodge.com 

Experience Authentic Santa Fe! A Full-Service 
resort for guests who appreciate luxury and 
privacy. TAG Approved.

see our ad on page 67
  
courtyard by Marriott santa Fe 
3347 Cerrillos Rd. 
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
877-440-9050 
www.SantaFeCourtyard.com 

Newly renovated hotel features updated guest-
rooms and meeting space. Indoor salt water 
pool & fitness center.  

see our ad on page 69   

eldorado Hotel & spa 
309 W. San Francisco St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-995-4523 
www.ElDoradoHotel.com 

Located in downtown Santa Fe, Eldorado Hotel 
& Spa is the perfect embodiment of the spirit of 
Santa Fe 

   
Hilton santa Fe buffalo thunder 
Camille Maetas 
20 Buffalo Thunder Trail 
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
505-819-2013 
www.BuffaloThunderResort.com  

An authentically majestic Santa Fe experience 
wher the red hot gaming of Vegas, the champi-
onship golf course, full service salon & spa, & 
legendary Hilton Hospitality all come together in 
a serene Santa Fe landscape.

see our ad on page 68
    
Hilton santa Fe Historic Plaza 
100 Sandoval Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-988-2811 
www.HistoricPlazaHotelSantaFe.com 

Celebrate the support for equality and inclusive-
ness at our boutique hotel offering an intimate 
setting for your ceremony, reception and/or 
room block.

see our ad on page 71
    
la Fonda on the Plaza 
Samie Doerfler 
100 E. San Francisco St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-995-2322 
www.LaFondaSantaFe.com 

If you’re contemplating a Santa Fe wedding 
then consider La Fonda on the Plaza. Our unique 
settings and experienced staff have helped 
transform countless wedding-day dreams into 
beautiful realities. 
   

rio chama 
Juli King (Event Coordinator) 
414 Old Santa Fe Trail 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-955-0765 
www.RioChamaSteakHouse.com 

Located in the heart of downtown Santa Fe! 
Our historic private dining rooms can accom-
modate over 100 guests. We offer a variety of 
accommodations & menus & will work with you 
to creat the perfect event.

see our ad on page 78

united church of santa Fe 
1804 Arroyo Chamiso 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
505-988-3295 
www.UnitedChurchofSantaFe.org  

We affirm God’s inclusive love for all people. 

see our ad on page 71  

w e D D i N G  - 
D j/e N t e r t a i N M e N t

absolute entertainment  
santa Fe & the band soulstice 
Chris Speer 
8 Tano Vida 
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
505-986-5882 
www.MusicSantaFe.com 
www.SoulsticeSantaFe.com 

The finest New Mexico live & DJ music for your 
event. Featuring the dance band Soulstice.

santa fe & Northern New Mexico
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w e D D i N G  - 
D j/e N t e r t a i N M e N t

laura sheppherd bridal & atelier 
Laura Sheppherd 
65 W. Marcy St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-986-1444 
www.LauraSheppherd.com 

Laura Sheppherd has been creating Beautiful 
Bridal & Mother of the Bride dresses for over 20 
years! 

see our ad on page 78

w e D D i N G  - 
j e w e l e r s

dell Fox Jewelry 
Dell or Zascha 
500 Montezuma Ave., #100 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-986-0685 
www.DellFoxJewelry.com 

We specialize in high-karat custom gold jewelry 
with an emphasis on wedding rings. We also of-
fer a large variety of well priced, fun gold-plated 
and sterling silver jewelry...Plus...Plus... 

diva diamonds & Jewels 
78 E. San Francisco St.  
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-603-0191 
www.SantaFeDiva.com 

Diva Diamonds and Jewels on the Santa Fe 
Plaza is your jeweler for generations.

see our ad on the back cover  
 

w e D D i N G  - 
P u b l i C a t i o N s

Perfect wedding guide 
P.O. Box 68008 
Albuquerque, NM 87193 
505-797-2749 
www.PWGNM.com 

Your insight into everything wedding related in 
the Albuquerque & Santa Fe areas. 

see our ad on page 123
   

ta os
a C C o M M o D a t i o N s

casa gallina - an artisan inn 
Richard Spera 
P.O. Box 63 Taos 
Taos, NM 87571 
575-758-2306 
www.CasaGallina.net  

Casa Gallina’s four adobe casitas offer an oasis 
of home for LGBT visitors exploring the Taos 
area. 

santa fe & Northern New Mexico

el Monte sagrado 
317 Kit Carson Rd. 
Taos, NM 87571 
575-758-3502 
www.ElMonteSagrado.com 

“El Monte Sagrado is a luxury Resort offering 
an artistic, Bohemian flare combined with a 
commitment to natural preservation and equal-
ity for all.”

see our ad on page 79 

ojo caliente Mineral springs resort & spa 
50 Los Banos Dr. 
Ojo Caliente, NM 87549 
800-222-9162 
505-583-2233 
www.OjoSpa.com  

Ojo Caliente Mineral Springs is one of the oldest 
natural health resorts in the country
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santa fe & Northern New Mexico

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -
a D v o C a C y

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) taos 
P.O. Box 665 
Taos, NM 87571 
575-779-7264 
www.PFLAGTaos.org  

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local Com-
munity Information. 

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -
e N t e r t a i N M e N t  & e v e N t s

taos Pride inc. 
P.O. Box 348 
Taos, NM 87571 
575-770-5072 
www.TaosPride.org 

Join us for Taos Pride.

see our ad on page 80

C o N v e N t i o N  & 
v i s i t o r s  b u r e a u

town of taos 
1139 Paseo del Pueblo Sur 
Taos, NM 87571 
575-758-3873 
800-348-0696 
www.Taos.org 

Explore & discover authentic, exotic, unique 
Taos, NM this summer. For a full listing of activi-
ties and adventures that await you go to www.
Taos.org 

see our ad on page 81   
  

w e D D i N G  -  C e r e M o N y
& r e C e P t i o N  s i t e s

el Monte sagrado living resort & spa 
Wedding Specialists 
317 Kit Carson Rd. 
Taos, NM 87571 
575-737-9822 
Sales@ElMonteSagrado.com 
www.ElMonteSagrado.com 

“El Monte Sagrado is a luxury Resort offering 
an artistic, Bohemian flare combined with a 
commitment to natural preservation and equal-
ity for all.” 

see our ad on page 79   
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For uPdAted  
inFormAtion And  
Current events  

go to:
gogAynewmexiCo.Com
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santa fe & Northern New Mexico

 

 accoMModatioNs

 1 bishops lodge ranch 
resort & spa
1297 Bishops Lodge Rd.
505-983-6377

 2 courtyard by Marriott 
santa Fe
3347 Cerrillos Rd.
877-440-9050

 3 eldorado Hotel & spa
309 W. San Francisco St.
505-995-4523

 4 Hilton santa Fe  
buffalo thunder 
20 Buffalo Thunder Trail
505-455-5555

 5 Hilton santa Fe 
Historic Plaza
100 Sandoval St.
505-988-2811

 6 Hotel chimayo de 
santa Fe
125 Washington Ave.
505-988-4900

 7 Hotel st. Francis
210 Don Gaspar Ave.
505-983-5700

 8 la Fonda on the Plaza
100 E. San Francisco St.
505-982-5571

 9 the lodge at santa Fe
750 N. St. Francis Drive
505-992-5800

 bars-NigHtclubs 

10  the silver starlight 
lounge
At Rainbow Vision
500 Rodeo Road
505-428-7981

 7   secreto lounge
210 Don Gaspar Ave.
505-983-5700

 4   club warehouse
Inside the Hilton
20 Buffalo Thunder Trail
505-455-5555

 

restauraNts

11  bouche French bistro
451 W. Alameda

   505-982-6297

12  café café
500 Sandoval St.
505-989-1730

13  rio chama
414 Old Santa Fe Trail
505-955-0765

14  Zia diner
326 S. Guadalupe St.
505-988-7008
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albuquerque Metro

But that’s in the past– today, ABQ is a 
growing metropolis full of whimsical 
sights, crisp scents, and passionate 
sounds. You can find anything other 
metropolitan areas have, but with an 
ABQ twist I call, “AlbuQuirky!”.  
 Bugs Bunny wasn’t the only Hollywood 
star to recognize ABQ. Ethel, (actress 
Vivian Vance), Lucy’s sidekick on the I 
Love Lucy Show, hailed from ABQ. In 
one episode, en route to Los Angeles, 
they stopped in ABQ, where Ethel’s 
high school boyfriend remarked, “Ethel 
Mae Potter, we never forgot her!” The 
first movie shot here was made in 1898! 
Films such as The Grapes of Wrath and 
Easy Rider were filmed here. These 
days, ABQ is often called “Tamale-
wood” for all the movies and TV se-
ries shot here, including Breaking Bad, 
In Plain Sight, Thor, The Avengers, 
the Lone Ranger, and dozens of oth-
ers. You can even look for a production  
filming and sign-on as an extra to find 
your inner star in Tamalewood! 
 Downtown Albuquerque offers dif-
ferent cultural festivals, all manner of res-
taurants, and specialty shops. Nightlife 
is abundant, and while most are not 
overtly gay, gay people are welcomed to a 
booming live music scene or to sip cock-
tails on a balcony. 1940’s-60’s urban chic 
Route 66 (Central Avenue) runs directly 
through Downtown. 
 East of Downtown is Nob Hill, an 

eclectic, bohemian area. It’s filled with 
original neon signs and motels from 
Route 66’s heyday. Some now function  
as quirky boutique shops. There is no 
‘gayborhood’, but Nob Hill thrives with 
nightlife, restaurants and all kinds of 
shops with personality, because most 
are locally-owned. Sip local sparkling 
wine or munch a shrimp corn dog 
while strolling around the monthly 
Arts Crawl. Nob Hill dazzles at night 
with people– straight and gay, from 
University of New Mexico Students to  
active seniors– all under ever-changing 
shades of neon. This is ABQ at its quirkiest! 
 Just outside Albuquerque are the  
Sandia, Santa Ana, Laguna and Isleta  
Indian Pueblos, each with its own casino  
and hotel/resort. Instead of taking the 
highway, drive south on Isleta Boulevard 
to Isleta/Hardrock Casino, through one 
of the oldest barrios (neighborhood) in 
the city, and spot one of my AlbuQuirky 
favorites, a 30 foot cartoon Roadrunner  
(Warner Brothers must have loved ABQ!) 
Also look for my favorite sign, “Phil’s 
Chile and Brake Repair”. Drive up Gibson  
Boulevard east of ABQ International  
Airport and be on the lookout for a 
sculpture I call “Chevy on a Stick”. It’s 
a blue-tiled, early 1950’s Chevrolet on a 
tiled arch. 
 October is scented by piquant roasting  
green chilis. And, lighting up the turquoise  
skies, is the Albuquerque International 

b y  M a u r o  A .  M o n t o y a  J r .

Hip with a mid-century, quirky chic, Albuquerque 
moves to a unique rhythm with its own distinct per-
sonality. Most people used to know of Albuquerque 
from Bugs Bunny, who would say, “I shoulda made a 
left toin at Albuquoique!“ Growing up in ABQ, as us 
natives call it, I laughed to think that my city was 
recognized by such an iconic figure.

8 58 4
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Historic route 66 Photo credit: marbelstreetstudios.com



Balloon Fiesta, with 700 multi-colored 
hot air balloons from all around the 
world. There are gay balloon pilots, so 
cozy up to a pilot and maybe you can catch 
a ride! One of the features of the Fiesta is 
the car show with 500 classic and special-
ty cars such as low-riders. It’s organized  
by the local gay Rainbow Roadrunners 
Car Club! 
 Old Town ABQ is the site where the 
city was founded in 1706 by the Spanish 
on the Camino Real from Mexico City 
to Santa Fe. Old Town has wonderful 
shops, restaurants and sights to discover, 
but Christmas Eve transforms Old Town 
into a magical place. About one million 
luminarias, small paper bags weighted 
with sand and lit by candles, line the 
sidewalks, the buildings, the Plaza and 
the San Felipe de Neri church. This is an  
ancient Spanish tradition meant to light 
the way for the newborn Christ child. Sip 
hot chocolate and munch on bischochitos,  

cookies that are a holiday tradition while 
you and your partner meander among 
the romantic, glowing gold of the lumi-
narias. In 300-year-old buildings, you’re 
bound to have ghosts, so take a ghost 
tour. Learn about the spirits inhabit-
ing this ancient area– if one appears and 
you jump into your lover’s arms, even the 
ghost will smile! 
Albuquerque is ringed by gorgeous 
mountains and extinct volcanos. One 
of the top outdoor destinations in the 
U.S., there are bike trails throughout 
the city, including along the Rio Grande 
River Bosque (woods) as well as hiking 
trails into the mountains. Maps are read-
ily available. Combine art and hiking by 
visiting the Petroglyph National Monu-
ment, where early Native Americans 
etched life symbols onto boulders. New 
Mexico Outdoors is a gay group that has 
outdoor events every weekend and always 
welcomes visitors. 

albuquerque Metro

celebrate tHe dead, you say? 
ABQ is a cultural melting pot with a 
strong Spanish/Mexican influence and, 
yes, one of the most festive occasions 
is the Dia de Los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead) Marigold Parade and Fiesta in 
October. The custom is to celebrate the 
memory of loved ones you have lost by 
creating a shrine with food, photos and 
some of their favorite things. The parade 
features traditional music and dances 
along with low-rider cars, horses and my 
favorite– rolling descansos– memori-
als to those who have passed before us. 
(Descansos are roadside memorials put 
up where a loved one was killed in a car 
accident, some of which are very beauti-
ful.) Like wearing make-up? Nearly ev-
eryone paints their faces like skulls, so 
get out and paint away! The Fiesta has 
food, traditional dances, music, vendors 
and an art show. And while you’re there, 
take in the nearby National Hispanic 
Cultural Center, which has often fea-
tured gay Latino artists and whose large 
theater hosts movies for the Southwest 
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, also in 
October. 

 Most cities have drag shows, but noth-
ing like The Dolls! This lively group puts on 
theatrical performances throughout the year 
with the most anticipated being the Christ-
mas Show. 2010 brought the release of The 
Dolls’ first movie, “Malice in Wonderland!” 
 ABQ is an enchanted, quirky and gay 
place to live or visit. I wouldn’t want to live 
anywhere else! So get out there and explore 
all Albuquerque has to offer! 

October is scented by  
piquant roasting Green chilis. 

Photo credit: nmtourism.org
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Is Proud To ParTner wITh The

Check out our new feature!
Look to see who is a member

Look for this ABQGLBT Chamber logo next to their listing!
Starting on Page 89

For more information on the Chamber visist
www.ABQGLBTChamber.com

albuquerque Metro

a l buqu er qu e 
M e t r o

a C C o M M o D a t i o N s

albuquerque Marriott 
Kyla Worker 
2101 Louisiana Blvd., NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-837-6687 
www.Marriott.com/ABQNM 

Ideally located in the uptown area. We can ac-
commodate every wish for your dream wedding, 
ceremony & reception. We offer a spectacular 
venue & Marriott certified wedding planners 

albuquerque Marriott Pyramid North 
Melanie Deluca 
5151 San Francisco Rd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87103 
505-798-6440 
www.Marriott.com/ABQmc 

The Marriott features a beautiful outdoor 
pavilion. A 12,000 sq/ft elegant ballroom and 
our well appointed Kokopelli Ballroom to service 
20-800!

best western airport albuquerque inn 
suites 
2400 Yale Blvd. SE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-242-7022 
www.InnSuites.com/Albuquerque 

Located next to Albuquerque International 
Sunport & the University of New Mexico. 

see our ad on page 89

bottger Mansion of old town bed  
& breakfast 
Kathy Hiatt  
110 San Felipe St., NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
505-243-3639 
www.Bottger.com 

The only lodging in historic Old Town. Free WiFi, 
parking, snacks, beverages. Near Nob Hill, 
downtown & airport. Lovely courtyard garden. 
 

doubletree by Hilton 
Jackie Conway 
201 Marquette Ave. 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-247-7078 
www.DoubleTreeABQ.com 

Ideally located in the heart of downtown, Dou-
bleTree by Hilton Hotel Albuquerque offers 
easy access to everything the city has to 
offer. 

  Hotel albuquerque at old town 
800 Rio Grande Blvd., NW. 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
505-843-6300 
www.HotelABQ.com 

A hotel nestled near the heart of Historic Old 
Town Plaza. TAG Approved

see our ad on page 91

Hotel andaluz 
Lindsey Cox 
125 Second St. NW. 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-923-9019 
www.HotelAndaluz.com 

Historic, yet modern hotel in downtown. TAG 
Approved 
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Hotel Parq central 
806 Central Ave. S.E.  
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-242-0040 
www.HotelParqCentral.com 

Your urban oasis in Downtown Albuquerque. 

Howard Johnson rio rancho/albuquerque 
North 
Alicia or Kaitlin 
1465 Rio Rancho Dr. 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124  
505-892-1700 
www.RioRancho-Inn.com 

We make it possible! 

Hyatt regency albuquerque 
Robin Henry 
330 Tijeras Ave. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-843-2673 
www.Albuquerque.Hyatt.com 

We invite you to view the endless possibilities 
we offer to transform your wedding dream into 
reality.

see our ad on page 91

McM elegante Hotel 
Catherine Hatcher 
2020 Menaul Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-884-2511 
www.MCMElegante.com 

Located in the heart of Albuquerque. The MCM 
Elegante is convenient to all tourist attractions 
downtown Albuquerque & Nob Hill Shopping 
district.
 

 Nativo lodge 
6000 Pan American Frwy NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-798-4300 
www.NativoLodge.com 

An unexpected journey into Native Culture. TAG 
Approved

Tell Them you saw 
Their ad in The
pride guide!
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  ramada albuquerque Hotel &  
conference center

Clyde Wanatee 
10300 Hotel Ave. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
505-296-4852 
www.RamadaABQ.com 

Our Hotel is TAG approved and is a proud 
partner with many LGBT groups and events. 

see our ad on page 92

sheraton albuquerque airport Hotel 
2910 Yale Blvd., SE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-843-7000 
www.SheratonAlbuquerqueAirport.com 

At the Sheraton let us make your fairytale come 
true!

see our ad on page 94 

 a t t o r N e y s

   law office of lynn Perls 
N. Lynn Perls 
523 Lomas Blvd. NE.  
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-891-8918 
www.PerlsLaw.com 

Great Sale happening Now!!

 a t t r a C t i o N s

abQ trolley company  
203 Romero St. NW. #113 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-240-8000 
www.ABQTrolley.com  

The best first thing to do in Albuquerque. ABQ 
Trolley Co. Albuquerque New Mexico Tours Old 
Town Route 66

see our ad on page 93

albuquerque Metro

a u t o  r e Pa i r

speed lab  
1900 Eubank NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
505-830-0944 
www.SpeedLabPerformance.com  

Speed Lab is your all-in-one store for automotive 
repair, performance and installation needs. 

see our ad on page 93 

b a K e r y

abc cake shop & bakery 
1830 San Pedro, NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-255-5080 
www.ABCCakeShop.com 

Since 1972, ABC Cake Shop has served the best 
in cookies, cakes, cupcakes, and pastries to 
generations of Albuquerque residents.

cake Fetish 
Angela Brown - Wedding Consultant 
2665 Louisiana Blvd., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-883-0670 
www.CakeFetish.com 

Cake Fetish - Albuquerque’s first & finest gourmet 
cupcake & cake bakery. Handmade from scratch 
daily & custom made just for you!

Paradise confections, llc 
Regina Robertson 
6100 4th St., NW, #364 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-379-5317 
www.ParadiseConfectionsLLC.com 

Specializing in gourmet dessert tables & candy 
buffets. Making events sweeter! 
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b a l l o o N  r i D e s

Private balloon Flights  
Bentley Streett 
8311 Golf Course Rd., NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
888-550-2677 
505-550-2677 
www.PrivateBalloonFlights.com 

Come fly in total safety and comfort in a private 
basket just for your party!
  

b a r s - N i G h t C l u b

   effex Night club 
420 Central Ave. SW.  
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-842-8870 
www.EffexABQ.com 

Albuquerque’s premier gay nightclub with 
rooftop bar right in the heart of downtown. 

see our ad on page 95 

  b o D y  w r a P s

crazy wraps by catheryn 
Catheryn Jaramillo 
4601 Oahu Dr. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
505-228-0636 
www.WrapWithCJ.com 

Tone, tighten and firm problem areas in as little 
as 45 minutes with natural ingredients!

b r i D a l  s a l o N  &
t u x e D o  r e N t a l

ann Matthews bridal  
1620 Alameda NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
505-890-3736 
www.AnnMatthews.com 

More Dresses, More Choices at Ann Matthews 
Bridal! 

see our ad on page 120 

   C a t e r i N G

a kaytahring company 
Carol Crist 1701 4th St., SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-247-9480 
818-203-9281 
www.KayTahRing.com  

Your event belongs at La Fond del Bosque. Our 
highly trained professionals will tailor every de-
tail to meet your needs, Helping you select your 
menu, pair your wines, and match your party to 
the perfect room, while leaving you to take the 
bows. 

C h u r C h e s  & r e l i G i o u s
o r G a N i z a t i o N s

church of the good shepherd ucc  
7834 Tennyson St. NE.  
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
505-856-1004 
www.UCCCOGS.org 

An Open & Affirming Congregation!

see our ad on page 97 
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Metropolitan community church of  
albuquerque 
1103 Texas St. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-268-5252 
www.MCCABQ.com 

Voted Best Place to Worship in Albuquerque 
Pride & Alibi 

see our ad on page 96

  
   rising sun Ministries

Rising Sun Christian Community 
P.O. Box 10203 
Albuquerque, NM 87184 
505-898-0908 
www.RSMinistries.com 

Contemporary Christ-centered Praise & Wor-
ship. Rev. Vangie Chavez wedding officiant. Visit 
us at www.RSMinistries.com for more info.
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albuquerque Metro

st. Paul lutheran church 
1100 Indian School Rd. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-242-5942 
www.StPaulABQ.org 

A reconciling in Christ community call or check 
our website for worship times. Welcome 
anytime!

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -
a D v o C a C y

albuquerque gay & lesbian Parents 
1936 Paseo de La Villa 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124  
505-907-6025 
www.AGLP.Weebly.com 

AGLP is a social and support group for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual & Transgender parents, their 
parents & kids and parents in planning.
 
    

  albuquerque glbt chamber  
of commerce

Albuquerque Metro Area 
505-917-8308 
ABQGayChamber@gmail.com 
www.ABQGLBTChamber.com 

Promoting prosperity in the Gay Community 

see our ad on page 88 & 98

albuquerque Human rights office  
P.O. Box 1293 
Albuquerque, NM 87103 
505-924-3380 

american civil liberties union NM 
P.O. Box 566 
Albuquerque, NM 87103 
505-266-5915
   

  american Veterans for equal rights - NM
P.O. Box 37024 
Albuquerque, NM 87126 
505-301-1737 
www.AVER-NM.org 

bernalilo county std clinic 
1111 Stanford Dr. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-841-4780   
 

big brothers big sisters of central New 
Mexico 
Virgina Grauman 
2500 Louisana NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-837-9223 ext. 18  
www.BBBS-CNM.org 

We help our community’s youth by providing 
caring adult mentors in 1-to-1 professionally 
supported relationships 

see our ad on page 97

casa Q 
We plan to open our first home Sept. 2013 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
www.Facebook.com/CasaQNM 

Casa Q will provide a variety of safe living 
options and other related services for you 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and 
questioning (LGBTQ) people at risk of and/or 
experiencing homelessness.

  common bond New Mexico  
Foundation

P.O. Box 26836 
Albuquerque, NM 87125 
505-891-3647 
www.CommonBondNM.org

  destination Q 
Serving the Albuquerque Metro Area 
www.DestinationQ.com 

Helping promote Albuquerque as a LGBT travel 
destination
  

  equality New Mexico
1410 Coal Ave. SW. 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
505-224-2766 
www.EqNM.org 

New Mexico’s Statewide LGBT Advocacy 
Organization.

see our ad on page  99

  New Mexico aids services 
625 Truman St. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-938-7100 
www.NMAS.net 

A community based organization whose mission 
is to enhance the quality of life for people and 
communities affected by HIV/AIDS

New Mexico leather league 
P.O. Box 3658 
Corrales, NM 87048  
www.NewMexicoLeatherLeague.org 
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  N’Mpower
4100 Silver Ave. SE., Ste. B 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-610-9358 
NMPower@SantaFeMC.org 
www.SantaFeMC.org 

The adventure that transforms lives em-
powering LGBT youth. FB Search: NMPower 
Albuquerque

  Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians 
& gays (PFlag) albuquerque

P.O. Box 30771 
Albuquerque, NM 87190 
505-873-7373 
www.PFLAGABQ.org 

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local Com-
munity Information.

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) rio rancho 
756 Tulip Rd. SE. 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124  
505-892-5680 
www.PFLAG.org 

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local Com-
munity Information.

Planned Parenthood of New Mexico 
719 San Mateo NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-265-5976 
www.PPNewMex.org 

Planned Parenthood of New Mexico is proud to 
serve our LGBT friends & family 

Queer straight alliance 
Student Activities Center 
Box 100, Rm 1018, University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 87131 
505-277-6739 
www.UNM.edu/~qsa  

University of New Mexico Queer Straight  
Alliance 
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the trevor Project 
Teen Suicide Hotline 
866-4-u-treVor 
866-488-7386 
www.TheTrevorProject.org 

The Trevor Project is a national organization 
focused on crisis and suicide prevention efforts 
among the LGBTQ youth.

  transgender resource center  
New Mexico

4100 Silver Ave. SE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-200-9086 
www.TGRCNM.org 

TGRCNM is dedicated to serving the transgen-
der communities in the state of New Mexico 
and strives to exist as a clearing house for 
resources which can support, assist, educate 
and advocate for the transgender population of 
this state and their families and loved ones. 

united court of the sandias 
P.O. Box 80343 
Albuquerque, NM 87198 
505-266-3121 
www.UCSandiasNM.org 

To increase education as to health and social 
issues of the LGBT community. 

please  
supporT our 
adVerTisers!
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university of New Mexico lgbtQ resource 
center 
Building 20A, Rm.608, Buena Vista 
Albuquerque, NM 87131 
505-277-5428 
LGBTQRC.UNM.edu 

To provide service to UNM students, faculty and 
staff of all gender identities and sexual orienta-
tions through support advocacy education and 
safety. 

see our ad on page 100  

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -
e N t e r t a i N M e N t

  albuquerque Pride inc. 
P.O. Box 26033 
Albuquerque, NM 87125 
505-873-8084 
info@ABQPride.com 
www.ABQPride.com 

Brings you Albuquerque Pride Parade & Pride 
Fest, NM HIV/AIDS Walk, NM Pride Pageant, 
OUTstanding Awards and other community 
outreach events. 

see our ad on pages 101, 103, 105

encantada, the band of enchantment 
3019 Conchas St. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
505-695-2263 
EncantadaNM@gmail.com 

Support and join New Mexico’s LGBTQ and 
Allied concert and marching band. 

los ranchos Pride 
Los Ranchos, NM 
505-856-0871 
www.SinatraDevine.org 

4th Annual Los Ranchos Pride. Sunday June 3rd 
from 11:30am to 5pm. FREE, FUN, FOOD, FAM-
ILY, FRIENDS!

see our ad on page 107

New Mexico gay Men’s chorus  
P.O. Box 82206 
Albuquerque, NM 87198 
505-569-0139 
www.NMGMC.org 
Changing the World through Music.  

Visit our website for all concert and fund raising 
information!

see our ad on page 102

New Mexico gay rodeo association 
P.O. Box 35381 
Albuquerque, NM 87176 
505-710-3528 
www.NMGRA.com 

NMGRA’s ZIA Regional Rodeo is the City’s 
second largest Gay Event.

  New Mexico women’s chorus 
P.O. Box 40703 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-750-3038 
www.NMWomensChorus.org 

Committed to providing opportunities for 
women to change the world one song at a 
time. 
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southwest gay & lesbian Film Festival 
closet cinema 
922 Arno St. SE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-243-1870 
www.ClosetCinema.org 

Celebrating our 12th Annual Film Festival. 

see our ad on page 1

  turquoise trail Performing arts, inc. 
George Dresden 
933 San Mateo Blvd., NE, Ste. 500-287 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-750-3038 
505-369-6886 
www.TTPANM.org 

Non-profit organization supporting GLBT per-
forming arts groups currently NMGMC, NMWC 
& Encantada, The Band of Enchantment. 

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -
s o C i a l

abQ Movie bears 
Tonio Gonzales 
Albuquerque Metropolitan Area  
415-418-4126 
www.facebook.com/ABQMovieBears 

ABQ MovieBears follows other great cities in 
providing a movie going experience for the bear 
community.

  Prime timers New Mexico  
P.O. Box 27704 
Albuquerque, NM 87125 
505-891-3647 
www.PrimeTimersWW.com/PrimeTimersNM 

It is composed of mature Gay & Bisexual men, 
and their admirers who share and enrich their 
lives through social, educational and recre-
ational activities.

Tell Them you saw 
Their ad in The
pride guide!
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 the wilde bunch  
P.O. Box 40393 
Albuquerque, NM 87196 
www.WildeBunch.org  

We are a community of dancers, and we are 
part of a larger community...our own gay and 
lesbian community and the world wide commu-
nity of gay and lesbian square dancers.
 

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s -
s P o r t s  & r e C r e a t i o N

albuquerque sunday Night out  
www.ABQ-SNO.org 

We are a GLBT & GLBT friendly bowling league 
- The only one in town. We are a fun league that 
believes bowling should be fun. 

New Mexico outdoors  
9604 Lona Ln. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
505-822-1093   
 

C o N v e N t i o N  & v i s i t o r s
b u r e a u

 albuquerque - it’s a trip! 
Historic Old Town Visitors Center  
303 Romero St. NW. 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
800-284-2282 
www.ItsATrip.org/LGBT 

Authenticity awaits you in Albuquerque. Plan 
your vacation and immerse yourself in the local 
diversity.

see our ad on page 109

C o s M e t i C  s u r G e r y

abQ Health Partners Mariposa Plastic 
surgery center 
Jeffrey Morehouse, MD. 
5006 Gibson Blvd. SE.  
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-262-7777 
www.MariposaPlasticSurgery.com 

If you’re considering plastic surgery or cosmetic 
facial procedures, welcome! Board-Certified 
plastic surgeon Dr. Jeff Morehouse and his 
highly trained staff will provide you with out-
standing care in a comfortable environment. 

C o u N s e l i N G  -  
P s y C h o t h e r a P y

inner wisdom counseling, llc. 
Dr. Linda Najjar 
3901 Georgia NE., Ste. A-4 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-306-4144 
www.InnerWisdomCounseling.com 

Licensed Psychologist in New Mexico who 
specializes in the areas of women’s issues and 
multicultural counseling. For over ten years, 
she has worked with individuals who have ex-
perienced trauma, depression, bipolar disorder, 
anxiety, body image issues, LGBTQ issues and 
discrimination.

C D ay  s Pa

  betty’s bath & day spa, llc  
1835 Candelaria Rd. NW. 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-341-3456 
www.BettysBath.com  

Albuquerque’s beloved soak, relaxation and 
wellness spa with outdoor hot tub areas, bou-
tique and rejuvenating spa treatments. 
 

D e N t i s t

greg Mcallister, dds. 
Sonjia Mace 
5910 Cubero Dr. NE., #B 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-243-7655 
www.GregMcAllisterDDS.com 

Providing exceptionally comprehensive patient 
care in a relaxed, convenient atmosphere using 
the latest dental technology.  

for updaTed  
informaTion and  

currenT eVenTs go To:

gogaynewmexico.com
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D j s

 dream Factory Productions 
10801 Lomas NE, Ste. 103A 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-507-2795 
www.DreamFactoryDJs.com 

From elegant weddings, anniversaries, and 
corporate events Dream Factory Productions 
helps you make your special event amazing. 

see our ad on page 117

f i N a N C i a l  s e r v i C e s

 rbc wealth Mangement 
Joe Romero 
6301 Uptown Blvd. NE. Ste. 100 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-872-5930 
www.CatesTeamRBC.com 

My primary focus is to guide clients throught 
the complexities of portfolio management. I 
understand my clients needs and desires and I 
will build working relationships based on trust 
and integrity.

waddell & reed Financial advisors 
Judy Lopas  
6301 Indian School Rd. NE. #900  
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-888-7944 
JLopas@WRAdvisors.com 

I focus on comprehensive planning and am com-
mitted to the LGBTQ Community. 

f l o o r i N G

Miles Flooring center 
John Bauer or Mike Miles 
6206 Edith Blvd. NE., Ste. A 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-918-9691 
505-269-0533 
Mike@milesflooring.com   
www.MilesFlooring.com 

Flooring, ceramic tile, showers, countertops, 
carpeting. We do it all! Expert service & great 
prices. Mention the Pride Guides! 

f l o r i s t s

shannon loves Flowers 
5200 Eubank Blvd. N.E. Ste. E-7 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
505-256-3518 
www.ShannonLovesFlowers.com  

Quality without pretension - specializing in wed-
dings, events, and all life’s special moments. 

h o t  s P r i N G s

giggling springs Hot springs 
040 Abousleman Loop 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 
575-829-9175 
Giggle@GigglingSprings.com 
www.GigglingSprings.com 

Beautiful drive from Santa Fe & Albuquer-
que.We are the nicest and smallest outdoor 
hotsprings in New Mexico. LGBT owned and 
operated. Relax & Enjoy

j e w e l e r s

lonnie’s custom Jewelers 
Linda Schroeder 
7111 Prospect Pl., NE, Ste. C 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-878-9653 
www.Lonnies.net 

Together we will design and create jewelry that 
expresses your relationship, personalities, and 
passion. 

see our ad on page 121

shelton Jewelers 
Steve Chavez 
7001 Montgomery Blvd. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-881-1013 
www.SheltonJewelers.com 
www.SheltonBridal.com 

Shelton Jewelers Supports Commited Relation-
ships. Rings, Watches, Anniversaries & in house 
repair & appraisals.

see our ad on page inside Front cover
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M a s s a G e  t h e r a P y

  Masterpiece Medical Massage 
3916 Carlisle Blvd., NE Ste. A 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-340-9454 
www.MasterpieceMassage.com  

Over 28 years experience - Deep Tissue NMT 

P h o t o G r a P h y

blue rose Photography studios  
201 San Mateo Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-266-5292 
www.BlueRoseStudios.com 

Award Winning International Wedding Photog-
raphy Studio | Santa Fe | Albuquerque | Prague | 
Alaska | Mexico | Hawaii

icon Photographix, llc 
311 Belrose Ave. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-349-1345 
www.IconPhotoGraphiX.com 
www.Facebook.com/IconPhotoGraphiXLLC 

Icon PhotoGraphiX, LLC is the signature photog-
raphy studio for capturing your most incredible 
and timeless moments.

Photo santagto 
Valerie Santagto 
4817 Haines Ave., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-366-3256 
www.PhotoSantagto.com 

Tell your wedding story: Beautiful, romantic, 
magical & fun moments.  Weddings & wedding 
portraits by renowned photographer Valerie 
Santagto. 

P r o M o t i o N a l  M a t e r i a l

bolin events & Promotional Material 
Linda Murillo 
Albuquerque Metropolitan Area 
505-999-1089 
www.BolinEvents.com  

Events offers promotional marketing materi-
als, wedding & event planning for personalized 
programs to help stimulate sales, motivate 
employees, appreciate clients & build corporate 
identity

P u b l i C a t i o N s

  New Mexico Pride guide®  
Serving all New Mexico 
www.GoGayNewMexico.com 

Yes, we produce the guide you’re looking at 
right now! 

r e a l  e s t a t e

  talia Freedman, realtor
Signature Southwest Properties 
6745 Academy Rd. NE., Ste. C 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-263-7892 
505-332-8838 
www.ABQ-Realty.com  

My expertise enables each customer to realize 
their real estate goals whether they are a first-
time buyer/seller or an experienced & knowl-
edgeable investor intent on refining lifestyle 
choices. 

r e s t a u r a N t s

amore Neapolitan Pizzeria 
2929 Monte Vista Blvd NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-554-1967 
info@amoreabq.com 
www.AmoreABQ.com  

Only certified Neapolitan pizzeria in New 
Mexico. Friendly atmosphere, rooftop dining, 
great Nob Hill location. Pizzas, calzones, salads, 
wine, beer. 

see our ad on page 110

please 
supporT our 
adVerTisers!
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cielo sandia 
Albuquerque Marriott 
2101 Louisiana Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-881-6800 
www.Marriott.com/ABQNM 

Cielo Sandia has an array of contemporary 
American cuisine that is sure to delight even the 
most particular diners. 

Forque kitchen and bar 
Hyatt Regency Albuquerque 
330 Tijeras NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-842-1234  
www.Albuquerque.Hyatt.com 

Features a tastefully constructed selection of 
regionally infused menu concepts. Each presen-
tation reflects subtle flavors from the unique 
and distinctive seasoning profile of New Mexico 
and the southwest. 

garduño’s at old town restaurant & cantina 
Hotel Albuquerque 
800 Rio Grande Boulevard NE    
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
505-843-6300 
www.GardunosRestaurants.com 

Enjoy authentic regional New Mexico and Mexi-
can cuisine. Garduño’s serves breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner, and offers an extensive selection of 
tequila, wine, liqueurs, and world-class margari-
tas. Garduño’s- Always a Fiesta! 

High desert lounge & Pub 
Albuquerque Marriott Pyramid North 
5151 San Francisico Rd., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-821-3333 
www.Marriott.com/ABQmc 

Enjoy our locally inspired cocktails, full menu 
and complimentary high-speed Internet from 2 
to 11 p.m. daily 

A State by State LGBT Travel, Wedding, 
Relocation and Business Resource Guide.

Do you want to be a part of the Pride Guides®?  
E-mail us: Web@ThePrideGuides.com

StAte by StAte

NEW MEXICO

N E W  M E X I C O ’ S  L G B T  R E S O U R C E  G U I D E 

GoGayNewMexico.com
Complimentary Subscription $6.95 2014

5th 
ANNIVERSARY 

EDITION
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MÁs – tapas y Vino 
Hotel Andaluz 
125 Second Street NW 
 Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-923-9080 
www.HotelAndaluz.com 

Located in the historic Hotel Andaluz, MÁS, by 
Chef James Campbell Caruso, is a full-service 
restaurant and tapas bar.

the Mesa grill restaurant & the san-
dia springs lounge 
MCM Elegante Hotel 
2020 Menaul NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-884-2511 
www.MCMElegante.com 

Features a nightly Chef’s Special, or order off 
our extensive menu with dishes from steak to 
fish to pasta. Add a glass of wine to celebrate 
with friends and family. Casual dining never 
tasted so good. 

rojo grill restaurant 
Sheraton Albuquerque Airport Hotel 
2910 Yale Boulevard SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-244-8543 
www.SheratonAlbuquerqueAirport.com 

Offering a Southwest flair with zesty cuisine 
and unique recipes using a simple culinary phi-
losophy, we share a great love for New Mexico 
Native ingredients in our local and regional 
specialties.

sadie’s of New Mexico 
Ramada Albuquerque Hotel &  
Conference Center 
15 Hotel Circle NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
505-296-6940 
www.SadiesOfNewMexico.com  

For over 50 years, Sadie’s of New Mexico has 
been Albuquerque’s number one source for au-
thentic and delicious New Mexican cuisine. 

sandia grill 
Albuquerque Marriott Pyramid North 
5151 San Francisico Rd., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-821-3333 
www.Marriott.com/ABQmc 

Sandia Grill boasts contemporary décor, a daily 
breakfast buffet with cooked-to-order omelets 
and waffles, and nightly dinner specials

spirit wind café at Nativo lodge 
Nativo Lodge 
800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
505-843-6300 
www.NativoLodge.com 

Offers New Mexican and American favorites 
prepared with fresh, seasonal ingredients that 
reflect our unique Southwest flair and love of 
chile.  
 
toro tequila bar and grill  
Howard Johnson Rio Rancho 
1465 Rio Rancho Dr SE  
Rio Rancho, NM 87124  
800-658-9558 
www.RioRancho-Inn.com 

Serves Brunch Friday, Saturday, and Sunday and 
dinner everyday in a fun, casual setting. From W 
onderful Salads to full steak dinners, the menu 
is sure to please both traveler and connoisseur 
alike. 

s a l o N s

bliss salon & spa 
3741, Hwy 528 NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
505-898-9707 
www.BlissSalonABQ.com 

Bliss Salon and Spa offers a full range of ser-
vices to beautify and soothe from head to toe, 
inside as well as out.  

see our ad on page 114   

salon rouge 
9784 Coors Blvd. NW, Ste C 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
505-792-4370 
www.SalonRougeNM.com 

Salon Rouge is an innovative salon with 
experienced talent, dedicated to giving quality 
services in a tranquil and modern atmosphere. 
We are a full service hair salon offering services 
for both men and women.

s o l a r

consolidated solar technologies  
5225 Pino Ave. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-792-6359 
www.GoCSTSolar.com 

With the power of the sun, we have the power 
to make a difference. 

see our ad on page 113

t r av e l  a G e N C y

aquila travel 
Sandra Levinson 
8415 Washington Pl. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87113 
505-828-9113 
www.AquilaTravel.com 

Travel-air, Hotels, Packages & Ground Transpor-
tation. 

w e D D i N G  - 
a s s o C i a t i o N s

corrales wedding connection 
Linda Murillo 
811 Gral Trevino Dr., SE 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124  
505-999-1089 
www.BolinEvents.com  

Where first impressions and lasting memories 
are created!

w e D D i N G  - 
b e a u t y

bliss salon & spa 
3741, Hwy 528 NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
505-898-9707 
www.BlissSalonABQ.com 

Bliss Salon and Spa offers a full range of ser-
vices to beautify and soothe from head to toe, 
inside as well as out. 

see our ad on page 114 

crazy wraps by catheryn 
Catheryn Jaramillo 
4601 Oahu Dr. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
505-228-0636 
www.WrapWithCJ.com 

Tone, tighten and firm problem areas in as little 
as 45 minutes with natural ingredients! 
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salon rouge 
9784 Coors Blvd. NW, Ste C 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
505-792-4370 
www.SalonRougeNM.com 

Salon Rouge is an innovative salon with 
experienced talent, dedicated to giving quality 
services in a tranquil and modern atmosphere. 
We are a full service hair salon offering services 
for both men and women.

the collective 
Billy Nguyen 
Albuquerquer Metropolitan Area 
505-480-1695 

Santiago will make you dazzle. Josh will make 
you melt. Billy will preserve memories. Hair. 
Massage. Photography. Call The Collective. 

 

w e D D i N G  - 
C a K e s

abc cake shop & bakery  
1830 San Pedro, NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-255-5080 
www.ABCCakeShop.com 

Since 1972, ABC Cake Shop has served the best 
in cookies, cakes, cupcakes, and pastries to 
generations of Albuquerque residents. 

cake Fetish 
Angela Brown - Wedding Consultant 
2665 Louisiana Blvd., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-883-0670 
www.CakeFetish.com  

Cake Fetish - Albuquerque’s first & finest gour-
met cupcake & cake bakery. Handmade from 
scratch daily & custom made just for you! 

Paradise confections, llc 
Regina Robertson 
6100 4th St., NW, #364 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-379-5317 
www.ParadiseConfectionsLLC.com 

Specializing in gourmet dessert tables & candy 
buffets. Making events sweeter! 

the candy lady 
Deborrah Davis 
424 San Felipe, NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
505-243-6239 
www.CandyLady.com 

Come see the PRIDE of Old Town at our new 
location acrosss from High Noon. 

see our ad on page 115

w e D D i N G  - 
C a t e r i N G

a kaytahring company 
Carol Crist 
1701 4th St., SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-506-3646 
www.KayTahRing.com  

Your event belongs at La Fond del Bosque. Our 
highly trained professionals will tailor every de-
tail to meet your needs, Helping you select your 
menu, pair your wines, and match your party to 
the perfect room, while leaving you to take the 
bows. 
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w e D D i N G  -  C e r e M o N y  & 
r e C e P t i o N  s i t e s

abQ bio Park 
Special Events Coordinator 
2601 Central Ave., NW. 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
505-848-7115 
www.CABQ.gov/BioPark 

Elegance in a lush natural setting creates the 
perfect backdrop for wedding and receptions at 
the ABQ Bio Park, Botanic Gardens, Aquarium & 
Zoo. 

albuquerque Marriott 
Kyla Worker 
2101 Louisiana Blvd., NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-837-6687 
www.Marriott.com/ABQNM 

Ideally located in the uptown area. We can ac-
commodate every wish for your dream wedding, 
ceremony & reception. We offer a spectacular 
venue & Marriott certified wedding planners 

albuquerque Marriott Pyramid North 
Melanie Deluca 
5151 San Francisco Rd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87103 
505-798-6440 
www.Marriott.com/ABQmc 

The Marriott features a beautiful outdoor 
pavilion. A 12,000 sq/ft elegant ballroom and 
our well appointed Kokopelli Ballroom to service 
20-800! 

church of the good shepherd ucc 
7834 Tennyson St. NE.  
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
505-856-1004 
www.UCCCOGS.org 

An Open & Affirming Congregation! 

see our ad on page 97

doubletree by Hilton 
Jackie Conway 
201 Marquette Ave. 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-247-7078 
www.DoubleTreeABQ.com 

Ideally located in the heart of downtown, Dou-
bleTree by Hilton Hotel Albuquerque offers easy 
access to everything the city has to offer. 

Hotel andaluz 
Lindsey Cox 
125 Second St. NW. 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-923-9019 
www.HotelAndaluz.com 

Historic, yet modern hotel in downtown. TAG 
Approved

Howard Johnson rio rancho/albuquerque 
North 
Alicia or Kaitlin 
1465 Rio Rancho Dr. 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124  
505-892-1700 
www.RioRancho-Inn.com 

We make it possible! 

Hyatt regency albuquerque 
Robin Henry 
330 Tijeras Ave. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-843-2673 
www.AlbuquerqueHyatt.com 

We invite you to view the endless possibilities 
we offer to transform your wedding dream into 
reality. 

see our ad on page  90

McM elegante Hotel 
Catherine Hatcher 
2020 Menaul Blvd. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-884-2511 
www.MCMElegante.com 

Located in the heart of Albuquerque. The MCM 
Elegante is convenient to all tourist attractions 
downtown Albuquerque & Nob Hill Shopping 
district. 

Metropolitan community church  
of albuquerque 
1103 Texas St. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-268-5252 
www.MCCABQ.com 

Voted Best Place to Worship in Albuquerque 
Pride & Alibi

see our ad on page 96   
 
ramada albuquerque Hotel & conference 
center 
Clyde Wanatee 
10300 Hotel Ave. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
505-296-4852  
www.RamadaABQ.com 

Our Hotel is TAG approved and is a proud part-
ner with many LGBT groups and events.  

see our ad on page 92

sheraton albuquerque airport Hotel 
Christopher Garcia 
2910 Yale Blvd., SE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-244-8554 
www.sheratonalbuquerqueairport.com 

At the Sheraton let us make your fairytale come 
true! 

see our ad on page 94

strong - thorne life event center/the Vin-
tage room reception center 
Joan Stasi 1100 Coal Ave. SE 
Los Lunas, NM 87031  
505-842-8800 
www.DanielsFuneral.com 

Unique and intimate space to host your special 
event. Exceptional service, conveniently located 
& picturesque old town charm! Ready for 
you! 
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w e D D i N G  - 
D a N C e  i N s t r u C t i o N s

enchantment dancing, inc. 
Chip Hindi 337 San Pedro, NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-268-4411 
www.EnchantmentDancing.com 

NM’s only gay owned & operated dance school. 
Specializing in wedding, social & competitive 
dances.

w e D D i N G  - 
D j  / e N t e r t a i N M e N t

dream Factory Productions 
10801 Lomas NE, Ste. 103A 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-507-2795 
www.DreamFactoryDJs.com 

From elegant weddings, anniversaries, and 
corporate events Dream Factory Productions 
helps you make your special event amazing.  

see our ad on page 117
 
entourage Jazz 
10701 Lomas Blvd., NE, Ste. 105 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
505-400-4384 
www.EntourageABQ.com 

Entourage Jazz specializes in performing stan-
dards to classic jazz favorites.

see our ad on page 118

w e D D i N G  - 
e v e N t  P l a N N e r s

creative encores 
P.O. Box 53036 
Albuquerque, NM 87153 
505-369-4314 
www.CreativeEncores.com 

Creative Encores is dedicated to creating an 
eventful affair that you and your guests can 
share for a lifetime. 

orange september, an event company 
Vicki Lee Newsom 
8 Newsom Park Rd., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
505-263-6057 
www.OrangeSeptember.com 

Our goal is to create environments where your 
guests are filled with anticipation and excite-
ment.  Our vision is to be your voice.

sealed with a kiss llc, wedding & event 
Planning 
Maria Socha 
Serving All of New Mexico 
505-363-5176 
www.SWAKNM.com 

From the cake to the shoes to which venue 
to choose, big or small we plan it all! *Free 
Consultation*

w e D D i N G  - 
e v e N t  r e N t a l s

classic Party rentals  
8615 Alameda Park Dr.  
Albuquerque, NM 87113 
505-344-9907 
Albuquerque.ClassicPartyRentals.com 

At Classic Party Rentals, our growing network 
of 2,000 event professionals can turn any occa-
sion, large or small, into a great occasion.  It’s 
no wonder we’re ranked #1 by the esteemed 
Zagat Survey. No matter your events needs, 
we’ll make sure it’s perfect every time.

see our ad on page 119  

Ps Party outfitters 
637 Old Coors Rd., Ste. A 
Albuquerque, NM 87121 
888-959-7346 
www.PSPartyOutfitters.com 

Your Albuquerque Party Rental Company! 

w e D D i N G  - 
fa s h i o N/a t t i r e

ann Matthews bridal  
1620 Alameda NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
505-890-3736 
www.AnnMatthews.com 

More Dresses, More Choices at Ann Matthews 
Bridal! 

see our ad on page 120

Mr. tux Formal wear  
3107 Eubank Blvd., NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
505-292-7525 
www.MrTuxNM.com 

New Mexico’s finest in formal wear since 1964! 
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Mr. tux Formal wear 
4900 Lomas Blvd., NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-255-7463 
www.MrTuxNM.com 

New Mexico’s finest in formal wear since 
1964! 

w e D D i N G  - 
f l o r i s t s

shannon loves Flowers 
5200 Eubank Blvd. N.E. Ste. E-7 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
505-256-3518 
www.ShannonLovesFlowers.com 

Quality without pretension - specializing in wed-
dings, events, and all life’s special moments. 

  

w e D D i N G  - 
i N v i t a t i o N s

differently designed 
Mindy Rupp 
1135 Stutz Dr., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
505-453-9821 
www.DifferentlyDesigned.com 

We create swoon-worthy custom invitations, 
save the dates, programs, thank you cards & a 
variety of other custom printed material. 

Pennysmiths Paper 
Emily 
4022 Rio Grande Blvd. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-345-2353 
www.Pennysmiths.com 

Making dreams come to life on paper for over 30 
years. 

w e D D i N G  - 
j e w e l e r s

lonnie’s custom Jewelers 
Linda Schroeder 
7111 Prospect Pl., NE, Ste. C 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-878-9653 
www.Lonnies.net 

Together we will design and create jewelry that 
expresses your relationship, personalities, and 
passion.  

see our ad on page 121

shelton Jewelers 
Steve Chavez 
7001 Montgomery Blvd. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-881-1013 
www.SheltonJewelers.com 
www.SheltonBridal.com 

Shelton Jewelers Supports Commited Relation-
ships. Rings, Watches, Anniversries & in house 
repair & appraisals. 

see our ad on inside Front cover

w e D D i N G  - 
l e G a l  s e r v i C e s

  law office of lynn Perls 
N. Lynn Perls 
523 Lomas Blvd. NE. 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-891-8918 
www.PerlsLaw.com 

Family Creation, Protection & Dissolution: our 
focus is on adoption, estate planning, divorce & 
dissolution custody & litigation.

w e D D i N G  - 
o f f i C i a N t s

arcoiris weddings 
Rev. Mauro Montoya 
Albuquerque Metropolitan Area 
505-508-2878 
www.ReverendMauro.wix.com/reverendmauro 

Non-denominational and secular officiant giving 
the LGBT community loving & passionate mar-
riage ceremonies tailored to you. Albuquerque & 
will travel in New Mexico.

amor ceremonies 
Kelly 
1508 Washington NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-453-8602 
www.AmorCeremonies.com 

A Non-Denominational wedding officiant look-
ing beyond the boundries of race, color, sexual 
orientation, national orgin or religion. 

awakened wedding ceremonies 
Linda Mertz 
4327 San Pedro NE., Ste. G207 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-205-3520 
www.AwakenedWeddings.com 

Memorable ceremonies by Linda Mertz. Voted 
Best Officiant 2011, 2012 & 2013. Formal, ca-
sual, spiritual, civil options & elopements.  Free 
Consultations.
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   rising sun Ministries
Rising Sun Christian Community 
P.O. Box 10203 
Albuquerque, NM 87184 
505-898-0908 
www.RSMinistries.com 

Contemporary Christ-centered Praise & Wor-
ship. Rev. Vangie Chavez wedding officiant. Visit 
us at www.RSMinistries.com for more info.  
  

w e D D i N G  - 
P h o t o G r a P h y

blue rose Photography studios  
201 San Mateo Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-266-5292 
www.BlueRoseStudios.com 

Award Winning International Wedding Photog-
raphy Studio | Santa Fe | Albuquerque | Prague | 
Alaska | Mexico | Hawaii

icon Photographix, llc  
311 Belrose Ave. NW  
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-349-1345 
www.IconPhotoGraphiX.com 
www.Facebook.com/IconPhotoGraphiXllc 

Icon PhotoGraphiX, LLC is the signature photog-
raphy studio for capturing your most incredible 
and timeless moments.

kevin’s Photography 
Kevin Dooley 
2414 Juan Tabo, NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
505-345-6322 
www.KevinsPhotography.net 

Kevin’s Photography has been a leader in wed-
ding photography in New Mexico for over 30 
years - We care about you!

see our ad on page 122
      

1 2 2 New Mexi co Pride Guide®      2014



Tell Them you saw 
Their ad in The
pride guide!

accoMModatioNs

1     best western airport 
albuquerque inn suites 
2400 Yale Blvd. SE. 
505-242-7022

2 Hotel albuquerque
 At Old Town
 800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW.
 505-843-6300

3 Hyatt regency  
 albuquerque
 330 Tijeras Ave. NW
 505-843-2673

4   Nativo lodge 
6000 Pan American Frwy. NE. 
505-798-4300

5  ramada  
albuquerque Hotel

 & conference center
 10300 Hotel Ave. NE.
 505-296-4852

6  sheraton  
albuquerque airport Hotel

 2910 Yale Blvd. SE
 505-843-7000

bars-NigHtclubs

7  albuquerque 
social club

 4021 Central Ave. NE.
 505-262-1088

8 eFFex Nightclub
 420 Central Ave. SW.
 505-550-7791

9 sidewinders bar
 8900 Central Ave. SW.
 505-554-2078

2 Q bar
 In the Hotel Albuquerque
 800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW.
 505-222-8766

coNVeNtioN &  
Visitors bureau

10  albuquerque  
convention &  
Visitors bureau

 Historic Old Town
 303 Romero St. NW.
 800-284-2282

restauraNts

11 amore Neapolitan Pizzeria
  2929 Monte Vista Blvd. NE 

505-554-1967

12 o’Niell’s irish Pub
 4310 Central Ave. SE.
 505-997-1836

13 range café
 2200 Menaul Blvd. NE. #A
 505-888-1660

14 standard diner
 320 Central Ave. SE.
 505-243-1440

Lomas Blvd
UNM

Gibson Blvd

Albuquerque
International Sunport
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albuquerque Metro

Photo santagto 
Valerie Santagto 
4817 Haines Ave., NE ABQ 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
505-366-3256 
www.PhotoSantagto.com 

Tell your wedding story: Beautiful, romantic, 
magical & fun moments.  Weddings & wedding 
portraits by renowned photographer Valerie 
Santagto. 

Pink Mustache Photo booth rental 
Ashley Santistevan 
1431 Phoenix, NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
505-480-1720 
www.PinkMustachePhotoBooth.com 

Pink Mustache Photo Booth is a super stylish, 
highly entertaining photo booth rental for 
weddings, parties & corporate events in New 
Mexico.

the collective 
Billy Nguyen 
Albuquerquer Metropolitan Area 
505-480-1695 

Santiago will make you dazzle. Josh will make 
you melt. Billy will preserve memories. Hair. 
Massage. Photography. Call The Collective.  
 
  

w e D D i N G  - 
P u b l i C a t i o N s

   New Mexico Pride guide ® 
Serving all New Mexico 
www.GoGayNewMexico.com 

Yes, we produce the guide you’re looking at 
right now! 

Perfect wedding guide 
P.O. Box 68008 
Albuquerque, NM 87193 
505-797-2749 
www.PWGNM.com 

Your insight into everything wedding related in 
the Albuquerque & Santa Fe areas. 

see our ad on page 123

  
w e D D i N G  - 

r e a l  e s t a t e

  talia Freedman, realtor 
Signature Southwest Properties 
6745 Academy Rd. NE., Ste. C 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
505-263-7892 
505-332-8838 
www.ABQ-Realty.com  

My expertise enables each customer to realize 
their real estate goals whether they are a first-
time buyer/seller or an experienced & knowl-
edgeable investor intent on refining lifestyle 
choices. 
  

w e D D i N G  - 
t r av e l

aquila travel 
Sandra Levinson 
8415 Washington Pl. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87113 
505-828-9113 
www.AquilaTravel.com 

Travel-air, Hotels, Packages & Ground Transpor-
tation. 
  

w e D D i N G  - 
v i D e o G r a P h y

loving image wedding Videography 
Sally Townes 
36 Molina Rd. 
Peralta, NM 87042 
505-359-5900 
702-885-1669 
www.TheWeddingVideoSite.com 

...capturing all the important moments of your 
special day in sight and sound - editing it to your 
own treasured DVD. 
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las cruces
Las Cruces, New Mexico’s second larg-
est city, and the Mesilla Valley are the 
Crossroads of the Southwest, both today 
and for the past four centuries. In 1598, 
Don Juan de Onate passed through the 
Mesilla Valley in search of the fabled 
Seven Cities of Gold. His early explora-
tion opened the way from Mexico City to 
Santa Fe where tradesmen and colonists 
journeyed along El Camino Real.
 The most common legend of the  
origin of the city’s name refers to a Jardin 

de Las Cruces (garden of crosses) created 
for victims of Apache raids witnessed by 
travelers on El Camino Real. The Gadsden  
Purchase in 1854 and the subsequent  
arrival of the railroad in 1881 were two 
significant events in the growth of Las 
Cruces and by 1900, the population of 
Las Cruces was expanding rapidly.
 New Mexico State University, estab-
lished in 1889, is a key contributor to the 
economy and culture of Las Cruces and 
the surrounding area. In the past decade, 

Las Cruces &
Southern New Mexico

las Cruces & southern New Mexico

Las Cruces has experienced significant 
growth due to its mild annual weather 
and positive business climate. The city 
is home to The Whole Enchilada Fiesta 
and the International Mariachi Confer-
ence.
Just south of the Las Cruces city limits is 
Historic Mesilla. In 1848, following the War 
with Mexico, the Mexican Government 
commissioned Father Ramon Ortiz to 
settle the village of Mesilla. Village resi-
dences and shops were built around a 
plaza and the Basilica of San Albino. The 
Gadsden Purchase, signed on the histor-
ic Mesilla Plaza, brought Mesilla under 
the protection of the United States. 
 Many of Mesilla’s buildings date back 
to the mid-1850’s period and have been 
restored and preserved as examples of 
adobe territorial architecture common 
during that time period. Quaint shops, 
galleries and popular restaurants con-
tinue to attract locals and visitors to the 
plaza area and community as whole.
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a las cruces Gallery oF FiNe jewelry aNd 
GiFts From award wiNNiNG artisaNs.

Photo credit: nmtourism.org

Photo courtesy of: by ben chrisman
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trutH or coNseQueNces
Located along Interstate 25, 150 miles 
south of Albuquerque and 75 miles north 
of Las Cruces is the funky little city of 
Truth or Consequences. The Rio Grande 
flows through town just downstream from 
Elephant Butte Lake which is the largest 
and most popular lake in New Mexico, 
Elephant Butte Lake State Park provides 
camping, boating, water skiing, 
swimming, fishing and other outdoor rec-
reation year-round. Turtleback Mountain is 
on the east side of the Rio Grande. This 
distinctive peak gets its name from its tip-
top of rough volcanic rock resembling a 
great turtle.
 Truth or Consequences has a long his-
tory around its hot springs. People gathered 
around the hot mineral water percolating 
up in the Rio Grande’s sandy marshlands 
where downtown T or C now stands. The 
ancients built pueblo dwellings and farmed 
the surrounding area. They assembled 
around the hot springs for socializing 
and healing. The first bathhouse was built 
in 1882 by cowboys from the John Cross 
Ranch and more bathhouses followed. 
Construction of the Elephant Butte Dam 
(1911-1916) brought hundreds of workers 
to the area. Upon completion of the dam, 

many settled by the hot springs, floating 
their small cabins down the Rio Grande 
from the dam site.
 On March 31st, 1950, the town’s citizens 
voted 1294 to 295 to change its name from 
Hot Springs to Truth or Consequences as a 
response to Ralph Edwards’ (producer of 
the popular radio game show) request. On 
April 1, 1950, Ralph Edwards came to T 
or C to lead the first Fiesta celebration and 
returned each year for 50 years because he 
was inspired by the town’s focus on recre-
ation and healing. 
 T or C’s downtown is filled with  
historic buildings, many dating from 
the 1920’s-1940’s when the town was a  
thriving health resort. A water table of 
104º hot mineral water underlies much of 
downtown. Many of the town’s bathhouses  
offer private soaking tubs or pebble-bot-
tom pools available on an hourly basis and  
provide other luxury amenities such as 
massage therapy. 
 Besides being a stress-free, relaxing get-
away, Truth or Consequences has a colorful 
and funky downtown with numerous shops 
that offer New Age gifts, antiques and art 
galleries displaying the hand-crafted work 
of local artists. After you bathe and shop 
you must try the variety of restaurants serv-
ing delicious local cuisine.
 Southern New Mexico is home to the 
beautiful White Sands Desert and the  
Festival of the Cranes at the Bosque del 
Apache National Wildlife Refuge where the 
return of the Sandhill Cranes each winter 
is a spectacular sight witnessed by wildlife  
enthusiasts from around the world. Carlsbad  
Caverns National Park attracts thousands 
of visitors each year to view its incredible 
limestone cave formations. The town of 
Roswell has capitalized on its famous “Area 
51” incident in the last decade and you can 
visit the International UFO Museum and 
Research Center to see all about it.
 Altogether, from a bustling Las Cruces, 
home to a growing GLBT population, to 
wildlife and beautiful scenery, to relaxing 
mud-baths and alien mysteries, southern 
New Mexico has plenty to see and do. 

Photo courtesy of: www.sierracountynewmexico.info

las Cruces & southern New Mexico

ruidoso
Ruidoso, New Mexico is high in the Rocky 
Mountains of southeastern New Mexico. 
Towering above the Village of Ruidoso is  
Sierra Blanca and the New Mexico ski resort, 
Ski Apache. Ruidoso weather is mild and 
great for enjoying the outdoors and the natu-
ral wonders that abound in Ruidoso, Lincoln 
County and the Lincoln National Forest.
 The Ruidoso Downs Race Track is 
home to the richest quarter horse race in 
the world; the All American Futurity. The 
Ruidoso area claims two of New Mexico ‘s 
finest casinos; Inn of the Mountain Gods 
and Billy the Kid Casino. The Spencer 
Theater for the Performing Arts is a world 

class performance hall. There is live mu-
sic at many Ruidoso venues including the 
renowned country western bar Win Place 
and Show, outdoor cafes and many Ru-
idoso restaurants . For the active vacation, 
Ruidoso offers some of the best outdoor 
recreation around including top rated golf 
courses, horseback riding, high altitude bi-
cycling, camping , hiking, skiing , golf, ten-
nis, art galleries , museums and shopping 
aplenty. With all Ruidoso has to offer, the 
top rated activity in Ruidoso remains relax-
ing and enjoying the magnificent mountain 
views.

Photo credit: nmtourism.org
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roswell
Like most of the small cities in New 
Mexico, Roswell has encountered many 
challenges over the past 125 years. Billy 
the Kid, the Lincoln County War, and 
raids on the Chisum Ranch by the Mes-
calero Apaches in the 1880s colored our 
early history, including the alien invasion 
of 1947.

silVer city
The Town of Silver City sits atop a site 
that has been home to Native Ameri-
can, Hispanic and Anglo settlers for 
hundreds of years, and these vibrant 
cultures fill an important part of the 
Town’s exciting present day.

Photo courtsey of: mike stauffer

The Town of Silver City was formed in the 
1870s, after the discovery of silver in and 
around the Town. Silver City quickly became 
a boom town, and our Wild West past in-
cludes the first arrest and (brief) incarceration 
of William Bonney, better known as Billy the 
Kid. Although Bonney moved on, the Kid’s 
family lived in the area for many years, and 
his mother is buried in the Town’s Memory 
Lane Cemetery.

Today, Silver City is a bustling town with a 
diverse business community, a four-year uni-
versity and an award-winning historic down-
town.

The small town of Roswell, New Mexico, has gained 
a worldwide reputation most municipalities of sim-
ilar size couldn’t dream of. Fairly or not, Roswell’s 
name, much like Area 51 in Nevada, has become 
synonymous with UFOs and tales of alien encoun-
ters. Such fame - or notoriety - stems chiefly from 
one incident, in June or early July 1947 - the exact 
date, like so much else with the story, has been the 
subject of much debate.
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a l a MoGor Do
C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s  -

a D v o C a C y

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) alamogordo
511 Canal St.
Alamogordo, NM 88310
575-437-2339
www.PFLAG.org

Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians & Gays

C a r l sb a D
C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s  -

a D v o C a C y

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) carlsbad
1002 W. Church St.
Carlsbad, NM 88220
575-302-6205
www.PFLAG.org

Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians & Gays

DeMiNG
C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s  -

e N t e r t a i N M e N t

deming Pride 
July 18th & 19th 2014  
Deming 
www.DemingPride.com 

A yearly event where we come together to 
stand for Equality and Pride. We stand together 
as a Family.

l a s C ruC e s
a C C o M M o D a t i o N s

best western Mission inn 
1765 S. Main St. 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
575-524-8591 
www.BWMissionInn.com 

Stay with people who care! Conveniently 
located minutes from NMSU, Old Mesilla 
& Downtown Las Cruces.

Hilton garden inn las cruces 
2550 Don Roser Dr. 
Las Cruces, NM 88011  
575-522-0900 
www.LasCruces.HGI.com 

It’s the Hilton. The prefect venue for life’s 
celebrations. Your day, Your Love, & Your 
Dreams.  Where you can be you!  
 
Hotel encanto de las cruces 
705 S. Telshor Blvd. 
Las Cruces, NM 88011  
575-522-4300 
866-383-0443 
www.HotelEncanto.com 

The grand Spanish Colonial style of the full 
service luxury hotel. TAG Approved 

see our ad on page 133  
  

b a r s  & N i G h t C l u b s

azul Nightclub & lounge 
Hotel Encanto 
705 S. Telshor Blvd. 
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
575-522-4300 
www.HotelEncanto.com 

Azul lives up to its reputation as the finest 
bar and lounge in Las Cruces offering a 
delectable menu of creative cocktails and 
innovative cuisine.

Tell Them you saw 
Their ad in The
pride guide!
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C h u r C h e s  & r e l i G o u s
o r G a N i z a t i o N s

Holy Family ecumenical catholic church 
702 Parker Rd. 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
575-644-5025 
www.HolyFamilyECC.org 

A Catholic Community where all are welcome! 
 
unitarian universalist church 
2000 South Solano 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
575-522-7281 
www.UUChurchLC.org  

The “Uncommon Denomination” and a Wel-
coming Congregation. 

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s  -
a D v o C a C y

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) las cruces 
C/O Unitarian Universalist Church 2000 South 
Salano 
Las Cruces, NM 88001  
505-496-5242 
www.MySpace.com/PFLAGLasCruces 

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local Com-
munity Information.
  
southern New Mexico Pride 
2205 E. Idaho 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
575-521-4389 
www.SouthernNMPride.org 

Check out our website for upcoming events. 

the trevor Project 
Teen Suicide Hotline 
Las Cruces  
866-4-u-treVor 
866-488-7386 
www.TheTrevorProject.org 
The Trevor Project is a national organization 
focused on crisis and suicide prevention efforts 
among the LGBTQ youth.

C o N v e N t i o N  & v i s i t o r s
b u r e a u

las cruces Visitors center 
211 N. Water St. 
Las Cruces, NM 88001  
575-541-2163 
www.ExploreLasCruces.com 

Contact us for all your questions about visiting 
Las Cruces, New Mexico.  

see our ad on page 135

C o u N s e l i N G  -
P s y C h o t h e r a P y

tortugas counseling & Psychotherapy, llc 
Veronica Slade 
1730 Tierra de Mesilla, 2nd Flr. 
Las Cruces, NM 88005  
575-527-5678 

las Cruces & southern New Mexico
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h e a lt h  & w e l l N e s s

del Norte wellness center 
Patty J. Crocker, MD 
7930 N. Mesa St. Ste. B-11 
El Paso, TX 79932 
915-842-9331 
www.DelNorteWellness.com 

El Paso’s Premier Full Service Anti-Aging Clinic 
and exclusive Venus Freeze treament center.

see our ad on page 137

r e a l  e s t a t e

trust - Properties 
1300 El Paseo #E2 
Las Cruces, NM 88001  
575-312-1593 
www.ForRentinLasCruces.com 

Call us for all your rental & management 
needs! 

see our ad on page 136

r e s t a u r a N t s

garduños 
Hotel Encanto 
705 S. Telshor Blvd. 
Las Cruces, NM 88011  
575-532-4277 
www.HotelEncanto.com 

Reminiscent of a traditional hacienda style 
cocina, linger, taste, savor and enjoy discovered 
regional cuisine. 

s h o P P i N G

Zia comics & gaming  
1300 El Paseo #E 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
575-405-0461 
www.ZiaComics.com 

Your only full service Comics & Gaming Shop in 
Las Cruces 

see our ad on page 134
please 
supporT our 
adVerTisers!
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las Cruces & southern New Mexico
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s o l a r

consolidated solar technologies  
1009 E. Lohman Ave. 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
575-305-3028 
www.GoCSTSolar.com 

With the power of the sun, we have the power 
to make a difference. 

t h e a t r e

rio grand theatre & doña ana arts council 
211 N. Main Street 
Las Cruces, NM 88001  
575-523-6403 
www.RioGrandTheatre.com 

The Rio Grande Theatre is a 422-seat perform-
ing arts facility with a forty-foot fly loft, dress-
ing rooms, digital projector, sound and lighting 
equipment, acoustical panels, refrigerated air, a 
refurbished lobby, and gallery spaces.
 

w e D D i N G  - 
C a t e r i N G

creative Parties 
Las Cruces Metropolitan Area 
970-485-3580 
calawr@msn.com 

Individually designed menus & meals for 
personal chef service or any occasion by Chris 
Lawrence. 
  

w e D D i N G  -  C e r e M o N y  & 
r e C e P t i o N  s i t e s

alameda House 
526 South Alameda Boulevard 
Las Cruces, NM 88005  
575-523-8570 
www.AlamedaHouse.net 

As a fully restored 8,000 sq. ft. turn of the cen-
tury estate, Alameda House offers over 3 acres 
of lawn, patio, pool and entertaining areas. 
Available for corporate, political and special 
events, including weddings and reunions. 

best western Mission inn 
1765 S. Main St. 
Las Cruces, NM 88005  
575-524-8591 
www.BWMissionInn.com 

Stay with people who care! Conveniently 
located minutes from NMSU, Old Mesilla & 
Downtown Las Cruces.

Hilton garden inn las cruces 
2550 Don Roser Dr. 
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
575-522-0900 
www.LasCruces.HGI.com 

It’s the Hilton. The prefect venue for life’s cel-
ebrations. Your day, Your Love, & Your Dreams.  
Where you can be you!

la Posta de Mesilla 
2410 Calle De San Albino 
Mesilla, NM 88046 
575-524-3524 
www.LaPosta-de-Mesilla.com 

Famed for mexican food & steaks since 1939. 

st. clair winery & bistro 
1720 Avenida De Mesilla 
Las Cruces, NM 88005  
575-524-2408 
www.StClairWinery.com 

Our Winemaker and Master Chef collaborated 
to create a menu that features French Country 
dishes paired with our award winning New 
Mexico wines. 

unitarian universalist church 
2000 South Solano  
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
575-522-7281 
www.UUChurchLC.org  

The “Uncommon Denomination” and a Welcom-
ing Congregation.
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w e D D i N G  - 
G i f t s

spirit winds gifts 
2260 Locust Ave. 
Las Cruces, NM 88001  
575-521-0222 
www.Facebook.com 

Gift source extraordinaire & coffee bar. Unusual 
greeting card selection and several rainbow 
items.

   w e D D i N G - 
o f f i C i a N t s

Peace lutheran church 
1701 E. Missouri Ave.  
Las Cruces, NM 88001  
575-522-7119 
www.PeaceLutheranLC.com 

By God’s grace, to grow and share our faith, 
welcoming all and striving to live in the spirit & 
love of Christ

silv er  Ci t y

C o M M u N i t y  r e s o u r C e s  -
a D v o C a C y

lgbt grant county 
Brian Orrock McHugh, Sec/Treasurer 
220 S. Corbin St. 
Silver City, NM 88061 
805-406-3015 
www.LGBTGrantCounty.com 

Parents, Families & Friends of lesbians & 
gays (PFlag) silver city  
P.O. Box 813 
Silver City, NM 88062 
575-590-8797 
www.PFLAGSilverCity.org 

Support, Education, Advocacy and Local Com-
munity Information.

C o N v e N t i o N  & v i s i t o r s
b u r e a u

silver city Visitors center 
201 N. Hudson Ave. 
Silver City, NM 88061 
575-538-5555 
www.SilverCityTourism.org 

Find your true colors!  

see our ad on page 140

t ru t h or  
CoN sequ eNC e s

a C C o M M o D a t i o N s

la Paloma Hot springs & spa 
311 Marr Street 
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
575-894-3148 
www.LaPalomaHotSpringsandSpa.com 

Located in the historic district of T or C. Come 
relax and enjoy soaking in our free-flowing 
pools 

see our ad on page 138

las Cruces & southern New Mexico
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rocket inn  
605 N. Date Street 
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
575-894-2964 
www.RocketInn.net 

Newly renovated 1950’s small motel. Affordable 
rates. Near historical downtown, hot springs, 
galleries and shops. 

see our ad on page 139 

sierra grande lodge & spa  
501 McAdoo Street 
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
575-894-6976 
www.SierraGrandeLodge.com 

A desert sanctuary to delight the senses and 
rejuvenate the spirit. 

see our ad on page 139

Relax, Release & Rejuvenate...
La Paloma Hot Springs & Spa
Private, free-flowing, hot mineral baths, Lodging  
with kitchenettes, Conference space & More...

311 Marr St., Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
www.LaPalomaHotSpringsAndSpa.com
575-894-3148  

Enlightenment is but 
a recognition, 

not a change at all.
ACIM 
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accoMModatioNs

1  best western 
Mission inn

 1765 S. Main St.
 575-524-8591

2  Hilton garden inn 
las cruces

 2550 Don Roser Dr.
 575-522-0900

3  Hotel encanto de las 
cruces

 905 S. Telshor Blvd.
 575-522-4300

bars-NigHtclubs

3 azul Nightclub
 In the Hotel Encanto
 905 S. Telshor Blvd.
 575-522-4300

coNVeNtioN & 
Visitors bureau

4 las cruces convention  
 & Visitors bureau

 211 N. Water Street
 575-541-2163

restauraNts

3 café espana
 In the Hotel Encanto
 905 S. Telshor Blvd.
 575-522-4300

5 Mesilla Valley kitchen
  2001 E. Lohman Ave.,  

Ste. 3
 575-523-9311

6 st. clair winery & bistro
 1800 Avenida De Mesilla
 575-524-2408

las Cruces & southern New Mexico 1 4 1
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A
A KayTahRing Company .................... 94, 115

ABC Cake Shop & Bakery ................. 93, 114

ABQ Bio Park ........................................... 116

ABQ Health Partners Mariposa Plastic  

Surgery Center ........................................ 104

ABQ Movie Bears .................................... 102

ABQ Trolley Company ................................ 92

Absolute Entertainment Santa Fe &  

the band Soulstice .................................... 77

Alameda House ....................................... 136

Albuquerque - It’s a trip! ......................... 104

Albuquerque Gay & Lesbian Parents........96

Albuquerque GLBT Chamber  

of Commerce .............................................96

Albuquerque Human Rights Office ...........96

Albuquerque Marriott ....................... 89, 116

Albuquerque Marriott  

Pyramid North ................................... 89, 116

Albuquerque Pride Inc. ............................ 100

Albuquerque Sunday Night Out .............. 104

American Civil Liberties Union NM ..........96

American Veterans for  

Equal Rights - NM .....................................96

Amor Ceremonies .................................... 121

Amore Neapolitan Pizzeria ..................... 108

Ann Matthews Bridal ........................ 94, 119

Aquila Travel .....................................113, 124

Arcoiris Weddings ................................... 121

Awakened Wedding Ceremonies ........... 121

Azul Nightclub & Lounge ........................ 132

B
Bernalilo County STD Clinic ......................96

Best Western Airport Albuquerque  

Inn Suites ................................................... 89

Best Western Mission Inn .............. 132, 136

Betty’s Bath & Day Spa, LLC .................. 104
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Please Note: 
Many cities in New Mexico are a very short 
distance to MEXICO. If you plan to visit 
Mexico, please read the following to prepare 
for your visit.

For U.S. citizens, passports are required. 
Persons less than 18 years of age entering 
Mexico WITHOUT an accompanying parent 
must have a signed consent affidavit signed 
by BOTH parents. If traveling with one 
parent, a signed affidavit is required from 
the absent parent. For further information, 
contact the U.S. Immigration Service at (928) 
627-8816.

Pets
Usually allowed with verification of rabies 
vaccination within the last six (6) months.

U.s. CUstoMs
American citizens/residents must declare 
citizenship and purchases when re-entering 
the United States. Merchandise up to $400 
per person is duty-free. One quart of liquor 
and one carton of cigarettes are allowed 
duty-free. Purchases exceeding $400 will 
be taxed.

Mexican border authorities issue temporary 
vehicle permits for travel into Mexico. The 
owner/lessee must be in vehicle, and must 
allow inspection of: Appropriate immigration 
form, Certificate of Title, vehicle registra-
tion, rental leasing form or bill of sale, proof 
of employment with firm if driving company 
car, a valid driver’s license issued outside of 
Mexico and an international credit card, i.e., 
Visa, MasterCard, and American Express.

rAdio
Citizen-band radios are helpful when 
traveling in rural areas. Three channels 
have been established for tourists. Channel 
9 for emergencies; Channel 11 for tourist 
caravans; Channel 13 for vehicle-to-vehicle 
conversation.

insUrAnCe
It is strongly recommended that Mexican 
Auto Insurance be purchased BEFORE 
entering Mexico. It can be purchased at the 
border or in border cities prior to departing.

VisitingMexico



December 18, 2013 was a monumentous 
day for the LGBT population in New Mexico 
when thestate’s Supreme Court ruled that 
same-sex marriages were legal.  Since that 
time, manythousands of couples have gotten 
married, including hundreds from out of 
state.  New Mexicohas always been a very 
tolerant place and this sealed our status as 
a great place to live for LGBTpeople.  When 
we were putting together this year’s issue, 
naturally it focused on marriageequality.  
The Pride Guide New Mexico sponsored a 
statewide LGBT Wedding & HoneymoonExpo 
at the Hotel Albuquerque.  Our Fifth An-
niversary Edition has an entire wedding sec-
tionwhich includes many businesses which 
had never been in the Guide previously.  And 
we wantedour cover to reflect this advance 
in the rights of our LGBT population.  So we 
held a contestasking LGBT couples to send 
in their wedding or engagement photos.  The 
winners of thecontest received tickets to 
Dana Goldberg’s annual Southwest Funny 
Fest.  And they have beenfeatured on our ad-
vertising for the Wedding Expo. Both couples 
are well-known in the LGBT community.  Al-
fred Saiz-Buchanan and Ryan Saiz-Buchanan 

were married in Washington, DC in April, 2013, 
when it still looked like marriageequality was a 
long way off in NM.  Reverend Vangie Chavez 
married Traci Chavez inSeptember, 2013, when 
marriage became legal in various counties 
around New Mexico.  Bothcouples represented 
our community well and we decided a ‘marriage’ 
cover was the perfect fitfor this issue.  So 
first we had to find a location that says New 
Mexico.  We found it in the 130year old adobe 
home, Casa San Miguel, of artist/santero Ruben 
Gallegos and his husband Dr.Rex Swanda.  And 
we asked our vendors to help us with the photo 
shoot.   Jeff from Kevin’sPhotography used his 
skills to bring you our wonderful cover.  Jason 
of Ann Matthew’s BridalShop outfitted both 
couples with gorgeous tuxes (Traci of course 
still had her wedding gown, soshe got to use 
it a second time!)  Crissy Baldonado of Bliss 
Salon created beautiful hair for ourwomen.  And 
I was the officiant in our photo shoot. The day 
was a bit cool and breezy, buteveryone had a 
very jovial spirit and the photo shoot went off 
extremely well.  We are grateful toour models 
and all our vendors for helping us create such an 
amazing cover for our anniversaryedition.  We 
hope you enjoy it!

Shooting theCover
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A State by State LGBT Travel, Wedding, 
Relocation and Business Resource Guide.

Do you want to be a part of the Pride Guides®? 
E-mail us: Web@ThePrideGuides.com

YELLOW: Pride Guide® States!
GREEN: Coming Soon!

ThePrideGuides.com
®














